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Campaigning on several fronts 

Last month, as Searchlight celebrated its 400th 
edition, we explained how Searchlight had developed 
a more campaigning role in recent years. This issue is 
testament to that. As Searchlight goes to press we hear 
that Nick Griffin’s attempts to enter Australia have so 
far been blocked. As the magazine is printed the 
House of Commons will be debating a Searchlight- 
inspired amendment which has gathered the support 
of ten union general secretaries. As the magazine 
arrives on your doormats I will be beginning a 
month-long series of town and city meetings in the 
North West of England. This will be the beginning of 
our most advanced and biggest campaign to date. 

This is Searchlight in Action. 


Time for common sense 

The Government continues to oppose changes to the 
Employment Bill which would allow unions to expel 
fascists from their ranks. Its opposition to the 
proposed amendment, outlined on page 14, is plain 
stupid, erroneous and counter-productive. It seems to 
be driven by a fear of being seen to be too lenient 
towards unions rather than any legitimate objection 
to the proposal. The Government will have to relent, 
be it now or in a year. The Bill, as it currently stands, 
clearly does not implement the ruling by the 
European Court of Human Rights. Sooner or later 
someone will force the issue, so the Government 
might as well do it now rather than face the 
humiliation of a legal defeat. 


Spreading poison 

The BNP’s decision to target school children in its 
latest campaign is both predictable and despicable. 
Over the past few years the fascist party has launched 
Mothers Against Paedophiles in Keighley and 
Mothers Against Knives in London (hijacking a 
genuine campaign) and on both occasions it has 
been exposed and rejected. However, there can be no 
room for complacency and Searchlight will be 
preparing counter material to expose the lies the BNP 
is peddling. 


The past and the future 

Last month the Catalan government celebrated the 
70th anniversary of the departure of the International 
Brigades. Two Searchlight journalists were fortunate 
enough to attend. During the same week two of us 
were in the United States with a delegation of trade 
unionists and community and faith activists, looking 
at campaigning techniques being used in the US 
presidential election. By the time Searchlight is out 
Barack Obama could be president. Words cannot 
describe the enormity of this, in a country built on 
slavery and racial prejudice and where some African- 
Americans only received the vote 40 years ago. 

At a time when we must remember those 
who sacrificed so much in the fight against fascism, 
we must also celebrate when racial barriers are 
broken down. ~< 


Feature 


As Britain slips into 
recession there is one 
political party that is 
gleeful. Nick Lowles 
assesses how the BNP 
will benefit from the 
unfolding economic 
crisis. 
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onventional wisdom suggests 

that the British National Party 

will benefit politically from a 

recession. Government ministers 
certainly seem to think so. Journalists 
think so. And the BNP themselves 
certainly think so. 

With unemployment likely to hit two 
million by the end of the year and house 
prices dropping 15% in the past 12 
months, most people are feeling the 
pinch. The government’s response to 
the credit crunch might have boosted its 
poll ratings in the short term but it 
could be the far-right BNP that benefits 
when the recession really bites. 

“Economic meltdowns are one of the 
drivers of political revolutions, and 
the BNP must be ready to take 
advantage of the mess all of the other 
parties have made of the economy,” 
David Hannam, the BNP deputy 
treasurer, told a party meeting recently. 

He went on to explain the party’s line 
of attack. “Each immigrant who entered 
Britain decreased job prospects for 
native British workers. Our freedom 
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is linked to the financial state of 
the country, and in a recession it is the 
workers who are first and hardest hit. 
The truth is that in an economically 
declining society, the worker is hit, but 
even in a_ so-called economically 
growing society, it is the worker who 
also gets hit. Successful monopolies are 
a by-product of globalism, and it is 
monopolies that decrease the demand 
for workers.” 

His view is backed by party leader 
Nick Griffin who is confidently 
boasting that the BNP will benefit 
enormously from an economic 
downturn. 

The belief of a far-right gain is 
supported by the Labour MP Jon 
Cruddas. “I’ve got a sense of foreboding 
about what lies ahead,” he told the 
BBC. “It will make a qualitative 
difference in terms of the context within 
which they're allowed to perpetuate 
their scapegoating and myth-making.” 

The government, meanwhile, is 
worried that an economic downturn 
would result in increased racial tension 
and violence between communities and 
even terrorism. In a 12-page internal 
memo, leaked to the Conservatives two 
months ago, Home Secretary Jacqui 
Smith relayed her concern over the 
consequences of an economic crisis. 
“There is a risk of a downturn 
increasing the appeal of far-right 
extremism and racism, which presents a 
threat as there is evidence that 
grievances based on experiencing racism 
are one of the factors that can lead to 
people becoming terrorists.” 

The memo added that a downturn 
would affect the need for migrant 
workers, particularly in jobs such as 
construction where they make up a large 
proportion of the workforce. “Increased 
public hostility to migrants” was 
predicted to result from heightened 


- competition for employment. 


The government is so concerned that 
it has recently established a new police 
taskforce to monitor racist violence. 
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Controversy 

Last month the new Immigration 
Minister controversially weighed into 
the debate. Phil Woolas told The Times 
that immigration became an “extremely 
thorny” subject if people were losing 
their jobs. 

“It’s been too easy to get into this 
country in the past and it’s going to get 
harder,” he said. 

Employers should, he believes, put 
British people first, or they will risk 
fuelling racism. “In times of economic 
difficulties, racial stereotyping becomes 
stronger but also if youve got skills 
shortages you should, as a government, 
attempt to fill those skills shortages 
with your indigenous population.” 

Woolas was careful to include all 
British people in his British first 
policy, highlighting the high levels of 
unemployment affecting the British 
Bangladeshi community. He claimed 
that it was all too easy for an employer 
to hire a migrant to fill a job rather than 
to retrain British people of all races. 

While Woolas was actually 
addressing some tough issues, including 
many which have wrongly been ignored 
for too long, he left himself open to 
attack with a series of incendiary quotes 
which he should have known would 
cause offence. He promised not to allow 
Britain’s population to rise above 70 
million and attacked “health tourism”. 

“Tt’s a national health service — it’s not 
an international health service,” he said. 

Woolas has not been alone in raising 
difficult and controversial issues. 
Trevor Phillips, head of the Equality 
and Human Rights Commission, also 
weighed into the debate last month. 
Speaking ahead of an address to a CBI 
conference, Phillips said: “After forty 
years in which it was impolite to speak 
frankly about immigration policy, we 
now must be able to address this 
fundamental aspect of economic policy 
without embarrassment or without fear 
of being labelled closet racists or open- 
border fantasists. 

“In what is to come, the best defence 
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against prejudice against immigrants 
will be to make those who resent 
them competitive, to give them a place 
in society. 

“We may need to do so with the sort 
of special measures we've previously 
targeted at ethnic minorities. But the 
name of the game today is to tackle 
inequality, not racial special pleading.” 

This was not his first foray into this 
terrain. He had previously stressed the 
importance of positive action to help 
white working class communities 
through the economic crisis. “What we 
are seeing is that there is a whole group 
of people, a large proportion of whom 
are white, who are going to suffer from 
this crisis who are going to be the 
people we should want to help, 
particularly because they come from the 
wrong side of town,” he said. 

“We are going to have to do 
something special for them. We are 
going to have to put extra resources 
where young people can’t compete with 
migrants’ skills. 

“And in some parts of the country, it is 
clear that what defines disadvantage 
wont be black or brown, it will be white. 
And we will have to take positive action 
to help some white groups, what we 
might call the white underclass.” 


Nothing is certain 

However, there are dissenting voices to 
the view that the far right will 
necessarily gain from an economic 
downturn. “Although there tends to be a 
bit of moral panic about it, it’s never 
really happened in a way that, in any 
sense, threatens the domination of the 
political scene by the main parties,” 
Professor Colin  Rallings, from 
Plymouth University, says. 

He went on to stress that previous 
economic downturns had been 
accompanied by only — short-term 
boosts for the right and were often 
geographically patchy. 

Is Rawlings right? Will any boost 
for the far right be patchy and short- 
lived? Certainly recent history is on his 
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side. The 1970s economic crisis failed 
to give any long-lasting boost to the 
National Front. Indeed, if anything, 
the political fortunes of the NF were 
already on the wane at the height of the 
crisis and certainly by the early 1980s, 
when unemployment topped three 
million and bank base rate was in 
double figures and reached over 15%, 
the NF hardly existed. 

During the recession of the early 
1990s, and despite widespread media- 
fuelled concern over refugees, the BNP 
remained a largely inconsequential 
political force. 


A different world 

There is reason to believe that events 
might be different this time around. 
Britain of today is very different from that 
of the late 1970s. The Cold War 
overshadowed British and indeed world 
politics. There was a vibrant left in Britain 
and a strong and very active trade union 
movement. The Second World War was 
still strong in public consciousness and 
nationalism was a dirty word. 

Since then the Soviet Union has 
collapsed and Europe fragmented. 
Nationalism has become the driving 
ideology of the past 20 years and 
socialism and social democracy are 
experiencing an identity crisis of huge 
proportions. In the past year alone eight 
out of ten social democratic parties have 
been driven from power in Europe, 
partly to the benefit of the far right. 
Fascist and rightwing populist parties 
have been rising across western Europe 
and there is no reason to suggest that 
the same cannot happen in Britain. 

Additionally, the BNP of today is 
quite different from the NF of the 
1970s. The NF contested elections, but 
only in a half-hearted manner. For the 
NF leaders John Tyndall and Martin 
Webster elections were simply an 
organising tool but real power was 
going to be gained through control of 
the streets and by positioning 


themselves as ready to answer society’s 
call to restore social order. 


By contrast, the BNP has understood 
some political realities. It has publicly 
dropped some of its hardline policies, 
such as compulsory repatriation, which 
it knew would not be accepted by the 
vast majority of the population, and it 
has turned to local politics. As a result 
the BNP is positioning itself as a real 
and lasting challenge to the main 
political parties, particularly Labour. 

More importantly, the political 
terrain has changed. Disillusionment 
with the mainstream parties is at an all- 
time high, voting at an all-time low and 
active participation in political parties 
is, in too many communities, seemingly 
non-existent. 

It is into this disillusionment that the 
BNP message is resonating. Race remains 
the cornerstone of BNP politics but its 
appeal is far wider and deeper. It is 
precisely because of this that the BNP 
could benefit enormously from an 
economic downturn. 

In Stoke-on-Trent the BNP believes 
it can take control of the council within 
two years. If there had been a mayoral 
contest next spring there were many, 
including some government ministers, 
who believed the BNP could win. 
At 6% of the local population the non- 
white community is tiny compared to 
many other towns and cities across the 
country. Immigration and race are not 
the causes of the city’s problems but 
simply the prism through which the 


BNP allows local people to understand 
their problems and anger. 

The same is true for many other 
areas where the BNP is doing well. 
The former mining communities of 
Rotherham, Heanor and Nuneaton, three 
other areas of BNP success, have relatively 
small BME populations but deep-rooted 
structural economic problems. 

Compare that to the NF of the 
1970s, which drew the bulk of its 
support from towns and cities, such as 
Leicester and Bradford, which 
experienced the greatest influx of non- 
white immigrants. 

There are two other issues that 
differentiate the present from the 
1970s. The Cold War has been replaced 
by a world defined by the “war on 
terror” and just as a recession could 
boost the far right, so fundamentalist 
religious groups will prosper. 

As unemployment rises and 
disillusionment with mainstream 
parties deepens, friction between new 
and old communities will grow. 
Winding this up will be the BNP 
and other fascist groups on one side and 
fundamentalist religious groups, bent 
on demonising other communities and 
religions, on the other. There is a 
symbiotic relationship between these 
extremes, with both needing the other 
to justify their own existence. 

This could play out on the streets, as 
we saw so vividly in Oldham and 
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Burnley in 2001, or through a rise in 
domestic terrorism. It is this fear that is 
gripping the Home Office. We are 
already beginning to see a rise in violent 
racism and this is only likely to 
accelerate as the economy nosedives. 

There has also been a rise in terrorism 
in recent times. While every Muslim 
plot attracts massive media attention, 
less known has been the increase in 
attempted far-right terrorism, both 
in Britain and across the continent. 
In 2007, ten people were arrested in 
alleged rightwing plots in Britain. 
While all were stopped before they were 
executed, it does raise the likelihood 
that rightwing terrorism, be it by 
individuals or small groups, will 
continue to grow. One can only imagine 
the consequences of a fascist bombing 
campaign against Muslim targets in 
Britain. Likewise, while the feel good 
factor following the decision to award 
London the Olympics probably helped 
to defuse a backlash against the London 
bombs of 2005, a similar bombing 
campaign amid an economic downturn 
might have a different outcome. 

In the 1970s the trade unions played a 
crucial role in defeating the NF and today 
they have once again indicated their 
willingness to take a lead. But today’s 
world, particularly in the workplace, is 
very different from that of 30 years ago. 
The unions are weaker, more workplaces 
are un-unionised and also fragmented. 
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“The workplace is different from the 
1970s,” says Paul Meszaros, secretary of 
Bradford Trades Council. “Back then 
workplaces were bigger and more 
unionised so it was more common for 
Asian and white people to work 
alongside each other. We were able to 
debate, argue and eventually find 
common ground. 

“Today, workplaces are smaller and 
with communities living more separate 
lives and in different neighbourhoods 
within the city there are fewer 
opportunities for people to come 
together.” 

Recession might be a gift to the 
BNP but whether it will exploit 
the opportunity remains to be seen. 
Despite its growing sophistication the 
BNP still struggles to win first-past-the- 
post elections. It has even performed 
poorly in recent by-elections, including 
some in traditional strongholds. 

How opponents of the BNP react will 
also determine the potential electoral 
boost for the far right and this is where 
things need to change. The criticism of 
Woolas and Phillips has been strong 
and sometimes correct but it has also 
highlighted two fundamental issues. 
Firstly, a common unwillingness to 
debate difficult but very real issues and 
secondly an acknowledgement that 
progressives have partly contributed to 
the problem. 


The error of identity politics 

It is easy to criticise Woolas for his 
comments and of course some of his 
remarks echo the disastrous “British 
jobs for British workers” approach 
adopted by Gordon Brown last year. 
However, he was trying to grapple with 
some difficult issues, which all too many 
people prefer to ignore. 

Likewise, Phillips’s call for preferential 
treatment for white working class 
communities has been met by a barrage 
of criticism, some of it justified, some 
not. Phillips is totally correct in saying 
that a growing number of white working 
class people feel ignored, abandoned and 


unrepresented. As I myself have argued 
previously, the BNP is providing an 
identity for sections of this group. 

However, accepting the existence of 
these sub-groups and calling for 
preferential treatment is part of the 
problem in the first place. We no longer 
talk of a working class without sub- 
dividing it along racial lines. Playing 
identity politics is a very dangerous 
game and it is now coming back to 
haunt us. Too much government policy 
and spending, locally and nationally, is 
directed through the prism of race, 
which is unwittingly helping to create 
this “white” identity, which is in turn 
being exploited by the BNP. Too many 
progressive people have been complicit 
in this, knowingly or unknowingly. 

To prevent the BNP from exploiting 
our economic worries, class needs to 
replace race in popular discourse. 
We shouldn't have white unemployed or 
black unemployed but just unemployed. 
We shouldn't talk about white workers 
or black workers but just workers. 
That isn’t to say that we should ignore 
groups or not recognise particular 
hardships or discrimination, but we 
have to find a way to bring people along 
together, to get them to understand 
a common interest and shared future. 
If we don't then how can we complain 
when communal groups, including 
the white working class, compete for 
scarce resources. 

Similarly, we need to develop a more 
secular approach. One of the successes 
of the anti-fascist and anti-racist 
struggle in the late 1970s was its 
secularism. This was particularly found 
within the Asian Youth Movement, 
which brought together young Asian 
people of different religious 
backgrounds. While accepting the 
right to faith, we again need to find 
ways to bring people from different 
religious backgrounds together and 
this is no easy task. It is not just a 
question of differences between 
Christian and Muslim communities. 
In today’s Britain there is widespread 


suspicion and distrust between many 
religions, another issue that has too 
long been ignored. 

We must bring more politics (with a 
small p) into anti-fascism. Just as we have 
been arguing for the past couple of years 
that simply shouting “nazi” at the BNP is 
no longer sufficient, so we must recognise 
that just calling for “Hope” over hate is 
also inadequate. When people are 
struggling economically and perhaps see 
little hope around them, we need to be 
able to address some of the underlying 
issues that might make them susceptible 
to the BNP and answer directly racist 
myths. Hope is a positive concept but 
will only resonate when people feel 
good about the community in which they 
live and positive about their own 
economic future. 


Fairness 

However, we also need to show 
fairness in our approach. We need to 
demonstrate that we are fighting for 
everyone, regardless of colour of skin 
or religious background. We must also 
be prepared to criticise and condemn 
when it is necessary. Wrong is 
wrong, from whichever angle or 
community it derives. 

Trade unions are in an excellent 
position to take on the BNP and its 
economic scapegoating, but it needs a 
different approach. Unions need to find 
a more direct way to engage with their 
members and their families than they 
do at present. A letter through the post 
or an article in a union journal is no 
substitute for a workplace meeting and 
human dialogue. 

The road ahead will not be easy. 
A recession will increase insecurity 
and so suspicion and hostility between 
communities. As the job market shrinks 
and local resources become increasingly 
scarce so racism and bitterness will 


‘grow. The BNP could make huge 


advances in the next couple of years. 
Whether it does will partly depend on 
how we — government, unions and anti- 
fascists — respond. ~= 


© Following arecent 
| newspaper exposé of 
leading British National 
| Party members being 
| wined and dined by 
| the British Army, 
Simon Cressy takes 
alook at the links 
| between the BNP and 
| the Ministry of Defence. 


n October The Sun reported 

that Charnwood BNP councillor 

Catherine Duffy together with 

Maurice and Carol Collett, parents 
of the chief BNP toady Mark Collett, 
had been invited by Brigadier J E 
Richardson MBE to attend a reception 
and briefing by the Army Presentation 
Team at Welbeck Sixth Form College 
near Loughborough. 

According to Duffy's council blog, 
the evening started with a drinks 
reception and concluded with a finger 
buffet and an opportunity to chat to 
military personnel. 

Potential Army, Navy and RAF 

officers study for A-levels at Welbeck 
before going on to university and 
then officer training. Graduates 
normally enrol at the Royal Military 
Academy Sandhurst, the Royal 
Naval College Dartmouth or the RAF 
College Cranwell. 
The Army. claimed that 
MoD rules meant it could 
not discriminate between 
political parties and 
had to invite all local 
councillors. 

A spokesman said: 
"The armed _ forces 
operate a policy of 

zero tolerance to all 
forms of discrimi- 
nation”. 

The Ministry did 
not show tolerance 

by inviting a 

BNP councillor and 

her pals to 
the Welbeck bean- 
feast at taxpayers’ 
expense, and they 
certainly do not by 
employing Sergeant 
Marcus Simon. 
Simon, a sergeant with 
the Royal Engineers and 
previously a 
the First Battalion of the 
Coldstream Guards, lives near 
Castle Donington, about 
10 miles south of Derby. 
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He is a paid-up member of the BNP, 
despite service personnel being 
prohibited by the Queen's Regulations 
from taking an active part in any 
political organisation. 

Using the nickname Simo7007, 
Simon was an active poster on the BNP 
members only forum. On his Facebook 
site he openly states that he supports 
the BNP and declares his employer to 
be HM Forces (Army) between 1987 
and the present day, giving his 
position as a "2 Troop Sergeant with 
the Royal Engineers’. 

The most revealing item on his 
Facebook site is a collection of 
photographs taken this summer at 
the Welbeck Defence Sixth Form 
College, the same college that Duffy 
and the Colletts attended by 
invitation of the Army. 

The photographs include a number 
taken at the 2008 Annual General 
Inspection at Welbeck. Simon is clearly 
shown as the drill sergeant leading the 
teenage students on parade. He can 
also be seen on videos of the same 
parade uploaded to YouTube. 

Quite what influence Simon has 
had over potential officers is unclear, 
but his presence leaves a nasty taste 
in the mouth. 

Another BNP member who has an 
involvement with the Ministry of 
Defence is Hamilton Chant from South 
Petherton, near Yeovil in Somerset. 

Posting as Moses the Lawgiver on 
the BNP forum, Chant revealed that he 
is employed by a large MoD defence 
contractor in the Yeovil area. He also 
confirmed that as part of his 
employment contract he has signed 
an undertaking to adhere to the 
company's ethnic inclusion/tolerance 
policy. Part of this policy is 
the exclusion of BNP members. 
Chant admits that his employment 
would be at risk should his employers 
find out about his party membership. 

Chant does not reveal the name of 
his employer but the biggest defence 
contractor in the area is the helicopter 
manufacturer Augusta Westland, 
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which is based in Yeovil. 
We are sure that the Ministry of 
Defence was unaware of the roles of 
Simon and Chant, just as we are sure 
the ministry would like to uphold its 
policy of zero tolerance to all forms of 
discrimination. 
So we will ensure the MoD receives 
a copy,.of . this. article) for. its 
information. ~—a 
: JOPE keeps hate at bay 
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The good, thebadanath 


By Gerry Gable 


enior police officers around the 
country are toughening up their 
stand against racists and fascists 
in the police service after 
condemnation of the lenient treatment 
of a Police Community Support Officer 
(PCSO) at the beginning of the year. 
Ellis Hammond was arrested after 
police searching his home found an 
arsenal of weapons, racist literature and 
a BNP membership card. He was 
allowed to resign before appearing in 
court, where he received a one-year 
conditional discharged after pleading 
guilty to two charges under the 
Firearms Act. It seems magistrates were 
not told he had been a PCSO and the 
Metropolitan Police Service are now 
investigating the handling of the case. 
PC Stuart Janaway was forced to resign 
at the end of September after a 
misconduct hearing by Greater 
Manchester Police for wearing a BNP 
badge at a football match. Terry Sweeney, 
acting assistant chief constable, made it 
clear that the ban on officers being 
members of the BNP extended into their 


private lives. An angry BNP claimed PC 
Janaway was sacked for a “thought crime”, 
though the BNP badge was real enough. 

An investigation earlier this year had 
cleared another Manchester police 
officer over an alleged racist incident in 
a local pub. 

Another London PCSO appeared in 
court on 1 October facing a race hate 
charges. The officer has been suspended 
from duty while his case goes through 
the courts. He is alleged to have sung an 
anti-Jewish and racist song in public 
and to have been drunk and disorderly 
on the street afterwards. He pleaded not 
guilty and is due to return to the 
magistrates’ court on 28 November. 

Although a growing number of police 
officers are now prepared to blow the 
whistle on colleagues engaging in racist 
behaviour, some bad habits appear to 
die hard. 


Several years ago, after the murder of ° 


a fellow nazi by Charlie Sargent, former 
leader of the nazi terror group Combat 
18, and his henchman Martin Cross, 
World In Action, at that time Britain’s 


premier investigative television 
programme, revealed that C18 was a 
honey pot set up by faceless people in 
the Home Office and MI5 much to the 
disdain of many Special Branch officers. 
Searchlight had been saying the same 
for years. 

Now we have the strange case of 
Graham Whitehurst, known on a 
number of nazi websites as Jack Black 
and sometimes mistaken for a 
American. When he was arrested in 
London in summer on his way to a nazi 
meeting in possession of a CS gas spray, 
he gave his name as Gary Whitehurst, a 
name by which he is known to some of 
his fellow nazis. 

Possession of such a weapon is a 
serious crime and he might have 
expected to be charged. But some good 
fairy appears to have interceded on his 
behalf. Instead of facing the courts he 
was called to a police station where a 
caution was administered. 

That decision is difficult to explain 
away. He may be a police informant; 
who can say? What we do know is that 


estupid 


he was a prosecution witness in a fraud 
case some years ago. Whatever his 
position, we suggest that the forces of 
law and order and those responsible for 
protecting Britain from terrorism learn 
from past bad experiences and make 
sure that their sources do not go about 
their business armed. 

Another nazi arrested with Whitehurst 
and charged with public order offences 
was acquitted. Alex Kennedy from 
Surrey has a previous conviction as a 
juvenile and attended a rally organised 
by convicted nazis with terror 
connections in Dortmund, Germany, 
earlier this year. Kennedy turns up 
regularly at BNP meetings. 

In Leeds, Tony White, a longstanding 
police informer and a violent and 
unstable nazi with two previous hate 
crime convictions, for which he received 
custodial sentences, is about to become 
a three-times loser, after being arrested 
at the beginning of October for 
possession of racist material. 

Clearly his pleas to his former guardian 
angels have gone unheeded, possibly 
because nearly all the people he has been 
running with have either been or are 
about to be arrested on terrorism charges. 

The BNP complains regularly about 
the ban on police officers being 
members of the criminal party and calls 
for it to be lifted. Extending it to other 
public service employees might be more 
appropriate. ~= 


(left) Tony White, 
nazi thug, at a 
nazi vigil in Hyde 
Park. He should 
learn not to push 
Searchlight 
photographers 
around. 

(far left) Also at 
the vigil was this 
young man. Does 
anyone know his 
name, where he 
comes from and 
which 
organisation his 
uniform 
represents? 


East Enders or dead-enders? 


ROB BAILEY (pictured), the London BNP 
organiser and leader of his party's group on 
Barking and Dagenham council, has 
ideas above his organisational ability. 
His recent attempt to resurrect a single 
BNP branch to cover Hackney, Tower 
Hamlets and Newham ended in chaos 
and internal recriminations. 

Once Newham alone had _ three 
branches of the National Front, the © 
BNP’s forerunner, and Tower Hamlets 
elected Derek Beackon, the BNP’s first 
councillor, in 1993. Today the three 
boroughs have well under 100 paid-up party 
members. Stalwarts such as Eddy Butler, Sue Clapp, 
Derek Beackon and Tina Wingfield have moved out. 

As always the BNP’s booking of a meeting venue last 
month, a church hall near Bethnal Green station, was 
made under a false name. Around 75 people, though 
only half a dozen of them local, were at the meeting 
when anti-fascists informed the vicar, who promptly 
asked them to leave. 

They refused, police were called and the meeting 
was ended. 

Outside clashes took place between the visiting 
fascists and local people, resulting in six arrests. 
There were claims that some of the BNP supporters 
were chased across London. 

The newly appointed trio of Jeff Marshall from 
Whitechapel, Russell Pick from the Isle of Dogs and 
Paul Conway from East Ham, who have been given 
charge of the failed branch, must be wondering what 
they have done to deserve such a unenviable task. 


No charity from BNP 


A BNP BRANCH has called for a boycott of the 
BBC's Children in Need appeal on 14 November. Ina 
racist and probably libellous outburst, Wigan BNP 
claims that a large proportion of the money raised 
“after large administration costs” goes to “the 
children of immigrants, travellers and many in 
foreign countries”. 

In fact all the money raised, £37 million in 2007, goes 
towards projects helping disadvantaged children in 
the UK. Operational costs are covered by the charity's 
investment income. Initiatives funded out of last year’s 
appeal include: “an allotment in Plymouth for children 
with mobility problems, a digital memory pot project 
for terminally ill children and their siblings who are 
coming to terms with death and bereavement, and a 
community newspaper for disaffected young people 
in Wales”. 

Nastily Wigan BNP pits Children in Need against the 
British Legion’s poppy day appeal, the BNP’s 
definition of a good cause being one the party can 
exploit to win support. Once again the BNP has 
encouraged its members to volunteer as poppy 
sellers, which in past years a number of them did 
wearing their BNP. badges. The BNP is also trying to 
muscle in on Remembrance Day parades and claims it 
has been formally invited to attend the official 
procession in Horsham and lay a wreath. 


BNP humiliated in Dewsbury 


Simon Cressy reports 


THE BRITISH NATIONAL Party’s 
dismal by-election result in Dewsbury 
East is a measure of the party’s 
continuing political decline in a town 
that has long been a BNP stronghold. 

The BNP candidate Joseph Barber, 
better known as the tuneless singer Joey 
Smith of Great White Records infamy, 
trailed in third place with just 690 votes 
(17.1%) in the election on 16 October. 
Two and a half years ago, Colin Auty 
won the seat for the BNP with 1,902 
votes (35.6%). 

The by-election was called after Auty 
resigned, first from the BNP and then 
from the council, following his well 
publicised fallout with the party. 

After the doomed Sadie Graham coup 
attempt in winter and the notorious 
Yorkshire regional meeting that ended in 
chaos, Auty rapidly became disillusioned 
with the BNP and in particular the 
leadership of Nick Griffin. 

On 2 May, the day after this year’s 
local elections, Auty announced that he 
was launching a challenge for the party 
leadership. Never shy of talking to the 
newspapers, he appeared gleeful as he 
described Griffin to a local reporter as 
“dictatorial” and a “Holocaust denier”. 

Speaking to the Dewsbury Press, 
Auty said: “I don’t think I will be 
allowed to win,” and for once in his 
short public career he was right, as his 
claim to the leadership floundered 
when he failed to receive the required 
100 nominations from party members 
to back his challenge. 

Even his local organiser and onetime 
council colleague David Exley refused 
to sign his nomination papers, believing 
Auty’s action was misguided. 

Embittered by the failure of both the 
local and national leadership Auty told 
the local media at the beginning of 
July that he was resigning his party 
membership with immediate effect. 
He left Kirklees Council at the end of 
August, triggering a by election. 

By now Kirklees BNP was in free- 
fall, Exley had lost his council seat in 
May and following the Auty debacle 
resigned as organiser of the North 
Kirklees BNP branch. 

With local activists dropping out of 
the party at an alarming rate, Ian Roper, 
the new branch organiser, had difficulty 
finding a local and credible candidate. 


Result (Turnout 31%) 
Party 


Labour 


Candidate 
Cathy Scott 


Se 


Joey Smith 


Lib Dem 


BNP 
Conservative 
Green 
Independent 
Independent 


The two obvious choices refused to 
play ball. Exley refused to stand as he 
had his eye firmly on his old 
Heckmondwike seat and Nick Cass, 
the former Kirklees and Yorkshire 
organiser, turned it down, probably due 
to pressure from his long-suffering 
wife. The only willing candidate, it 
seemed, was Barber. 

Up to this point Barber's contribution 
to the BNP had been limited to singing 
a few songs out of tune for Great White 
Records, the BNP’s music label, which 
is currently promoting his “amazing 
album packed with ... some of the most 
stunning nationalist ballads heard yet”. 
Barber did not even live in the ward but 
had the qualification of being a friend 
of Roper. 

Within a few days he was already 
wishing he had not volunteered his 
services as a local newspaper ran a story 
about him labelling the town “an 
enriched slum” on a Leicestershire BNP 
website. This went down like a lead 


balloon with the fiercely loyal residents - 


of Dewsbury. 

Also on the list of candidates was 
Alan Girvan, who was standing as an 
independent proposed by Auty but had 


Dennis Hullock 
Joseph Barber 
Amelia Bolton 


Adrian Cruden 
Safiq Patel 


Alan Girvan 


previously stood for the BNP in ward as 
recently as this May, when he finished 
in second place with 24.1%. 

The BNP campaign never really got 
off the ground despite the “millionaire” 
Bradford BNP councillor Paul Cromie 
featuring on the BNP website handing 
over a cheque to Adrian Marsden, the 
Yorkshire organiser, for an unknown 
“substantial amount” and declaring he 
would pay for the entire campaign, 
which amounted to only one tatty leaflet. 

The local antifascist organisation 
Kirklees Unity together with Hope not 
Hate Yorkshire and trade unionists 
mounted a full campaign and held a 
well attended day of action where the 
entire ward was covered in a day. 

The election was a closely fought 
contest. The Labour Party candidate 
Cathy Scott won by fewer than 100 
votes and the Liberal Democrats 
pushed the BNP into a humiliating 
third place, leaving the Heckmondwike 
councillor Roger Roberts as the BNP’s 
only representative on Kirklees Council. 

Searchlight would like to congratulate 
Hope not Hate Yorkshire and Kirklees 
Unity for their hard work and effective 
campaign. ~= 
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Keep Griffin out of Australia campaign 


By Matthew Collins 


THE CAMPAIGN to stop Nick Griffin, the 
British National Party leader, from visiting 
Australia later this year is gathering pace. 

A scathing piece in an Australian 
newspaper recently about the proposed 
visit by the convicted hatemonger 
described Griffin as a “one-eyed political 
activist” who “believes in racial 
segregation” 

Joining Searchlight, the Australian 
Jewish community and fightdemback in 
the campaign is Catalyst, an independent 
network of trade unions, academics and 
progressive groups formed to organise 
policy renewal and vision to bring about a 
more equal society. 

Catalyst has set up a form on its website 
enabling supporters to email Senator 
Chris Evans, the Australian Immigration 
Minister, calling on him to refuse Griffin an 
entry visa. Campaign co-ordinator Jo- 
Anne Schofield has given a number of 
media interviews to highlight the 
campaign, but told Searchlight that the 
tiny group that invited Griffin, the 
Australian Protectionist Party (APP), “have 
not responded to [the] media’ 

Although Griffin has still not actually 
applied for a visa, Searchlight understands 
that he is very keen to add Australia to the 
growing list of countries he has soiled by 
his trips this year. 

Searchlight has sent out more than 
2,000 “He's not fair dinkum” postcards to 
activists, trade unionists and others, 
which they have been sending to the 
Australian High Commission, and the 
campaign globally is slowly but surely 
putting pressure on the Australian 
government and its representatives to 
deny Griffin a visa as soon as he applies. 

The Australian far right in general seems 
less than impressed with the proposed 
visit. Members of the larger Australia First 
Party (AFP), from which the APP is an 
offshoot, have been waxing cynical about 
the alleged reasons behind it. 

The AFP which describes the APP as 
“not native Australians” because of its 
large number of British ex-pat members, 
sees the trip as little more than a ploy by 
Griffin to take money from the Australian 
movement. “They're skint, he's only 
coming for the money, wrote one 


Australian fascist on an internet forum. 

The AFP’s leader, the Lebanese nazi Jim 
Saleam, also took Griffin and the BNP to 
task for their Islamophobia. Describing 
Griffin as “my old friend” (dating from the 
time when they both admired Colonel 
Gaddafi of Libya), he wrote, “The BNP can 
pussyfoot about but it has put its toe i 
foul waters’. 

Outraged that the Thurrock BNP 
branch website had displayed a“We Love 
Israel” logo, Saleam attacked “the turning 
of the BNP from a nationalist party to a 
Zionophile party” and went on to write 
that if Griffin's invitation “was about 
‘mainstreaming’ Australian nationalism 
through the BNP example" there is “not 
much to learn’. 


pa 


Commenting on Griffin's proposed visit, 
Senator Evans said: “All non-citizens who 
wish to enter Australia must satisfy the 
requirements of the Migration Act and 
regulations, including the character test. 

“The Labor Party strongly opposes the 
fostering of extremism, hatred, division 
and incitement to violence’ 

In the words of Searchlight’s deputy 
editor: “If Griffin could pass any sort of 
character test, then such a test would be 
meaningless’. S| 


@ As we go to press, news has come in 
that Griffin's visa application “has been 
blocked and referred to a higher authority” 
That's good news but we need to keep up 
the pressure until a final decision. 


@ Fight Dem Back: www.fightdemback.org 
@ Catalyst: www.catalyst.org.au 


>> Take Action << 
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Searchlight has produced a postcard that we are urging readers to send to 
the Australian High Commission. You can order them by visiting 
www.hopenothate.org.uk or calling 020 7681 8660. 


Alternatively you can write to John Dauth LVO, Australian High 
Commission, Strand London WC2B 4LA. You may wish to include some 
of the bullet points below in your letter. 


IB Nick Griffin has been convicted of incitement to racial hatred. 

l@ He has repeatedly denied the Holocaust happened, dismissing it as a‘Holohoax’ 
and defaming the Jewish community while doing so. 

I He believes the British media are under Jewish control and that the media are 
used to brainwash people into accepting immigration. 

® He uses inflammatory language and bends the laws to spread untruths with the 
aim of racially vilifying people and causing suspicion and mistrust between 


communities. 


® He has forged close links and friendships with convicted terrorists worldwide. 
@ Nick Griffin was refused entry into Australia in 1998. 
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ment to enforce a European 

Court ruling that would allow 
British trade unions to expel fascists. 
Virtually every trade union and dozens 
of Labour MPs _ have backed 
Searchlight’s campaign, though as we 
go to press it is unclear whether the 
Government will relent. 

The Employment Bill, currently 
going through Parliament, was 
supposed to address a ruling by the 
European Court of Human Rights 
(ECtHR), which concluded that the 
rail union ASLEF was within its rights 
to expel Jay Lee, a BNP member. 

Searchlight was first alerted to this 
issue shortly after Labour Party 
conference when a union legal officer 
flagged up problems with the Bill. 
Amendments put down in the House of 
Lords by Lord Morris, the former 
General Secretary of the TGWU, and 
Lord Lester added several conditions to 
unions expelling fascists. 

One of the Lords amendments, 
which the Government accepted 
uncritically, prevented unions from 
expelling fascists if “the individual 
would lose his livelihood or suffer other 
exceptional hardship by reason of not 
being, or ceasing to be, a member of the 
union” (sub-clause 4G(c)). 

“In a time when there is no closed 
shop and all too many workers are not 
allowed union representation by 
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employers 4G(c) is not only unfair - 


but affords BNP members more 
employment rights than any other trade 


unionist,” Searchlight wrote in a letter 
to MPs. 


The opinion of the union legal officer 
was clear. “If the revised version of 
section 18 comes into law, I am 
convinced that it will become more 
difficult than ever for trade unions to 
expel BNP members. It will also be an 
opportunity for the BNP to pick 
publicity fights with trade unions, and 
also to waste trade union funds.” 

Another legal opinion claimed that 
under the proposed legislation ASLEF 
would still be unable to expel Jay Lee. 

To rectify these faults Searchlight 
launched a campaign to remove these 
amendments and hosted a meeting of 
nine unions to discuss a strategy. 
Unite, Unison, GMB, RMT, TSSA, 
PCS, NASUWT, ASLEF the 
Professional Footballers’ Association 
and the Prison Officers Association all 
backed our campaign. 

However, it soon became clear that 
there were more fundamental problems 
with the draft legislation. Clause 18, 
which has now become Clause 19, failed 
properly to enforce the full European 
Court ruling, which explicitly stated 
that unions should be entitled to 
determine who is a member of their 
own organisation. 

In ASLEF v UK the ECtHR made its 
view clear. 

“Article 11 cannot be interpreted as 
imposing an obligation on associations 
or organisations to admit whosoever 
wishes to join ... By way of example, 
it is uncontroversial that religious bodies 
and political parties can generally 
regulate their membership to include 
only those who share their beliefs and 
ideals. Similarly, the right to join a union 
‘for the protection of his interests’ cannot 


be interpreted as conferring a general 
right to join the union of one’s choice 
irrespective of the rules of the union: in 
the exercise of their rights under Article 
11(1) unions must remain free to decide, 
in accordance with union  tules, 
questions concerning the admission to 
and expulsion from the union.” 

According to Thompsons Solicitors, 
who represented ASLEF in the 
European Court, “the current Clause 18 
will mark a continued unjustified 
interference with trade union freedom 
of association and autonomy, contrary 
to Article 11. It is likely to result 
in more successful claims against 
unions by far right parties and by unions 
against the Government.” 

In Thompsons’ view, failure properly 
to enforce this judgement would only 
lead to further legal challenges to the 
Government and action by fascist 
parties against unions. 

As a result Searchlight threw its 
support behind a bid to repeal section 
174 of the Trade Union and Labour 
Relations (Consolidation) Act 1992, 
which restricts trade unions’ right to 
exclude or expel individuals. “There is 
no continuing purpose for section 174 
and it remains the most straightforward 
option for achieving compliance with 
the ECtHR ruling,” concluded 
Thompsons. 

Our campaign received the backing 
of the Trade Union Group of Labour 
MPs and an amendment was put down 
by its chair, Tony Lloyd MP. It soon 
gained the support of dozens of other 
MPs and thousands of trade unionists 
who signed our online petition. 

As Searchlight goes to press there is 
growing pressure on the Government to 
back down. A letter signed by several 
General Secretaries was about to be 
released and unions were lobbying their 
sponsored MPs ahead of the debate in 
the Commons on 4 November. 

Whether all this will be enough 
remains to be seen. Pat McFadden, the 
Minister of State for Employment 
Relations, has shown little appetite for 
discussing the issue with Searchlight or 
the unions, while other ministers have 
claimed that the Lords will block the 
entire Bill if changes are made. 

However, the bottom line is simple. 
If the Government does not relent now 
it will soon find itself back in the courts 
and in the process will lose further 
goodwill. <q 
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The fightback has begun in East London 


Over 30 people distributed 5,000 leaflets in a HOPE not 
hate leafleting session in Barking and Dagenham last 
month, an activity that signalled the beginning of a ve) 
fightback against the BNP presence in the borough. Has anyone ae 

A hard-hitting leaflet highlighting the appalling | Councillor Jamie Jarvis? 
attendance and performance of BNP councillor Jamie ga 
Jarvis was delivered in Village ward. Jarvis is the borough's “4 
worst attending councillor and fairly typical of his BNP colleagues. 

“This is just the beginning,” says Sam Tarry, the borough’s HOPE not hate 
organiser. “Over the next few months we plan to target several other wards to 
expose the uselessness of BNP councillors.’ 


HOPE not hate groups to be launched in Essex 


A HOPE not hate group is being launched in Thurrock in response to growing 
BNP activity there. An exploratory meeting was held last month and there 
was a clear determination to proceed. 

“The BNP has been spreading outrageous lies locally and we must begin to 
confront them,’ one local activist said. 

At the opposite end of Essex, another HOPE not hate group is about to be 
launched in Harwich. 


Unite(d) in action 

HOPE not hate Yorkshire held a training session at Unite’s Yorkshire and 
North East Political Conference. Paul Meszaros and Lorraine Fitzsimons 
spelt out the dangers we face in the forthcoming European elections and 
explained how their localised strategy had proved successful, 
particularly in West Yorkshire. 

Over 60 delegates registered their support for the HOPE not hate 
campaign and there is a promise of further support over the next few 
months. “We are currently trying to speak in every corner of the region,’ 
explains Paul. “Over the last couple of months we have spoken at over a 
dozen meetings with the message that next June we have one giant 
constituency and every vote counts equally.” 


Wolves TUC at work 


Wolverhampton TUC were busy last month ensuring the BNP got nowhere in 
a council by-election. Over 9,000 locally produced anti-fascist postcards were 
delivered by 29 activists in 11 days. BNP candidate Denis Organ polled just 
11.8%, a decline from the BNP’s 15.3% only last May. 

In addition to the TUC campaign Unison mailed out Searchlight leaflets to 
members living in the ward. 


North West campaign gathers pace 


HOPE not hate in the North West continues to grow, with the CWU and 
GMB the latest unions to back the campaign. November will see a number of 
HnH meetings across the region, including in Manchester, Tameside, Wigan 
and Liverpool. 

“We have a simple target,’ says Jason Hunter, one of the region’s HnH 
co-ordinators. “By the end of February we aim to have local anti-BNP groups 
in every local authority in the region and 3,000 registered supporters.’ 

Over the past month the HnH team has spoken at meetings in Preston, 
Salford and Manchester. A meeting in Burnley was attended by activists from 
Pendle, Ribble Valley, Hyndburn and Blackburn. 


To keep up to date with our regular activities plea: 
sign up to the HOPE not hate e-newsletter at 


-www.hopenothate.org.uk 


Fighting the long game 


By Nick Lowles 


MANY PEOPLE breathed a sigh of relief 
at the outcome of the Stoke-on-Trent 
mayoral referendum. By 21,231 votes 
to 14,592 the mayoral system was 
scrapped in favour of governance by a 
council leader and cabinet. 

The fear had been that the British 
National Party could have won a 
mayoral election and taken control of 
a city of 250,000 people. Not only 
would it would have been the BNP’s 
biggest electoral breakthrough but it 
would instantly have catapulted the 
party into the national headlines and 
the political mainstream. 

The decision to scrap the mayoral 
system might have put paid to this 
disastrous scenario but it has certainly 
not reduced the BNP threat in the city. 
If anything, the fight we are now in will 
be even more difficult. 

The council will in future be run by a 
traditional council leader/cabinet 
system, elected by existing councillors. 
The current mayor will continue to run 
the city until May when a new council 
leadership takes over. 

However, this is where the problems 
will begin. Stoke has 60 councillors. 
Labour is the largest group with just 
16. Well short of a majority, Labour will 
have to rely on forming a coalition 
with the Liberal Democrats’ five 
councillors and the Conservatives’ 
nine. Even if such a coalition is formed, 
it would only amount to 30 councillors 
— one short of a majority. 

The BNP meanwhile has already 
announced its intention to put 
forward Alby Walker for council leader, 
but while he is likely to receive some 
support among the 15-strong City 
Independents group he will fall far 
short of a majority. 

The more likely outcome is a minority 
administration, | with opposition 
councillors voting against decisions at 
every opportunity. This will lead to 
chaos and weak governance - one of 
the main factors behind the poor 
standing of the council in the eyes of 
the voters, according to the recently 
published Governance Report. 

Such a state of flux and weak 


BNP supporters in Stoke-on-Trent last month 


Home WS 


leadership will lead to calls to hasten 
the implementation of the Boundary 
Review currently being undertaken by 
the Boundary Commission, which in 
turn is likely to result in new all-out 
elections in 2010 rather than 2011 as 
originally planned. 

Herein lies the difficulty. The ref- 
erendum result might have prevented 
the BNP winning the mayoral contest 
(though there is a strong argument that 
it would have been easier to defeat the 
BNP in a one-off election), but the BNP 
could easily strengthen its presence on 
the council in all-out elections. 

The BNP poses a serious risk in six to 
eight of the city’s 20 wards. A strong 
showing in these - where the voters 
choose all their councillors in one 
election - could easily result in the 
BNP emerging as by far the biggest 
group on the council. With a 
momentum behind them and with the 
support of some Independents, it 
would not be difficult to see the BNP 
taking minority control. 

Over the past few weeks 
preparations had been put in place to 
contest a mayoral election. The Labour 
Party, the trade unions, anti-fascists 
and even Government ministers had 
been in long discussions about 
ensuring a BNP defeat had the 
election gone ahead. 

While the sense of immediacy has 
gone, there must be no let-up in our 
efforts. The campaign for possible all- 
out elections in 2010 must begin 
now and must be multi-pronged. 
The Labour Party - locally, regionally 
and/or nationally —- needs to get a grip 
on the bickering and infighting that 
has consumed the Stoke-on-Trent 


Labour Party for too long (and which 
has worsened since the referendum 
result) and offer a realistic but positive 
vision for the future. The unions 
must initiate a long-term direct 
engagement with their members in 
the city and anti-fascists must focus on 
localised campaigning to undermine 
BNP councillors and expose the 
extremist agenda of the BNP. 

More significantly, the Government 
needs to ensure that the council 
actually delivers for local people. For 
too long the people of Stoke-on- 
Trent have been let down by 
incompetence and poor leadership 
and taken for granted by the political 
parties, particularly Labour. Of course 
there are deep-rooted economic 
and social problems that need 
addressing, but they are not 
necessarily worse than in many other 
places that have not witnessed the 
same surge in BNP support. 

The vast majority of BNP voters in 
Stoke-on-Trent are not fascists and 
many are not even hardline racists 
(though of course some are). They are, 
however, angry at being let down and 
taken for granted. As was evident from 
the recent Question Time broadcast 
from the city, many people believe the 
BNP is delivering. 

The decision to scrap the mayoral 
system might have deferred the battle 
for a year but our task is, if anything, 
more difficult We now have 18 
months to address some of these 


- underlying organisational, economic 


and political problems if we do not 
want the BNP running the council. 
There can be no excuses if we do not 
rise to the task. e 


BNP links up with 
Hungarian fascists 


From our European Editor Graeme Atkinson 


he British National Party 

leader addressed a meeting 

of the fascist Jobbik party 

and its private army heavy 
mob in Budapest last month as part 
of a strategy of building links with 
other European fascist parties in 
the run-up to the European 
elections next June. 

Addressing the open-air rally 
alongside him from a platform 
guarded by uniformed fascists 
were the convicted terrorist and 
Italian MEP _ Roberto Fiore, 
leading members of Jobbik 
(Movement for a Better Hungary) 
and the Hungarian violent hooligan 
extremists Laszlo Toroczkai and 
Gyorgy Budahazy. The event on 
23 October marked the anniversary 
of the 1956 uprising against the 
Communist regime. 

Fiore devoted his speech to a tirade 
about the international banking 
crisis while Griffin compared the 
European Union with the former 
Stalinist regime in Hungary, flying a 
kite for what he hopes will be the 
entry of both the BNP and Jobbik 
into the European Parliament. 
He also fulminated against the 
Hungarian police. 

After Fiore addressed another 
meeting, about 200 of his audience 
donned ski masks and went on the 
rampage, attacking residents who 
had thrown water over them from a 
block of flats. When a number 
of them, including Budahazy, 
were arrested for smashing shop 
windows and other violence, 
Griffin and the other international 
guests solicitously toured the police 
stations where the would-be rioters 
were being held “to ensure that they 
were given all due process of the law 
and were being treated decently”. 

Griffin has been flirting with the 
Hungarian fascists since May when 
he met the Jobbik representatives 
Bela Kovacs and Zoltan Fuzessy in 
London. Griffin apparently was 
keen to let them know that his 
attitude to immigrants was every 
bit as toxically racist as theirs 
towards Roma people and Jews. 


Early in October, Fuzessy returned 
to London as a warm-up act for a 
speech by Griffin at a joint meeting 
of the party's Greenwich and 
Bexley branches. 

Jobbik, which is obsessively anti- 
Jewish, runs its own paramilitary 
“political soldiers” outfit, the 


uniformed Hungarian Guard, 


which has as its emblem a variation 
on the red-and-white Arpad stripes, 
a medieval flag adopted by the 
murderous wartime Arrow Cross, 
which supported Nazi Germany. 

The escalating and increasingly 
menacing public and _ violent 
expression of antisemitism and 
racism in Hungary is a cause 
for international concern. At the 
end of September, masked nazis 
carried out a vicious attack on 
theatre-goers at the Budapest 
Jewish Theatre. 

It occurred after the second 
performance of the satirical play 
Gecy. Several masked nazis 
suddenly appeared among the 
crowds milling around the theatre 
entrance. One of them fired acid 
from a water pistol at the play’s 
director Ferenc Sebo and then 
threw a bucket of pig manure over 
him. A bystander who went to 
Sebo’s aid was severely beaten and 
hospitalised. By the time police 
arrived the nazis had fled. 

Robert Vajda, the  theatre’s 
director, told the press: “Extremist 
websites and blogs have been 
agitating against us these past three 
weeks”. The harassment included 
threatening telephone calls that 
caused the lead actor in the play to 
withdraw from the cast. 

In spring, a heated exchange 
between a customer and a clerk at a 
store in a Jewish neighbourhood led 
to a Molotov cocktail being thrown 
at the shop and calls for a mob 
action against it. On the day of the 
action, thousands of anti-fascists, 
including Prime Minister Ferenc 
Gyurcsany, blocked the street to 
deny the fascists access. ~= 
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Police close 
Czech rally 


By Sonia Gable 
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A FEW DAYS after his return from 
aielrerciay Nie Cigiilay aire) ceciaalciaidiare| 
his relationship with the _ tiny 
anti-immigration, anti-Muslim and anti- 


Romani Czech National Party (NS) by 


addressing its rally to celebrate the 90th 
anniversary of Czech independence from 


_ the Austro-Hungarian Empire. 


The BNP leader was returning the visit 
by the NS leader, Petra Edelmannova, to 


_ the BNP’s Red White and Blue festival in 


August. He was accompanied by Tim Rait, 
the BNP’s parliamentary candidate in 
dalcialicny clave) cleaMaricysicolansiidaniiare| at-lag 
lave] (cial alia ae 

The NS rally, in Prague’s Wenceslas 
Square on 28 October, started with the 
screening of the anti-Muslim film Fitna 
made by the Dutch extreme-right 
populist Geert Wilders. Continuing in 


Clalicle cian <Claitiavcll(reper-lerellakiastaalc) 


accession of Turkey to the EU, saying that 
the introduction of millions of Muslims 
into the EU would “drive down wages, 
living standards and increase taxes’, 
Another speaker — was Marc 
Abramsson, leader of the National 
Democrats (ND), a small extreme-right 
Swedish group with which the BNP has 
longstanding close links. Abramsson 


also attended this year’s RWB. 


Griffin hopes his visit will increase the 
likelihood of the BNP and NS being 


elected to the European Parliament in 


June, but judging by the size of his 
audience, a mere 200, the prospect of NS 


_ MEPs is highly unlikely. 


After the rally a Czech Muslim group 
announced that it would ask the interior 
Ministry to reconsider NS‘s re 
a political party as it may v 
law. ops La eram to ae ee n 


racist and yer backgisn nd 


a spokesman said. 
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“We were told that when we returned, we would 
be returning home .... Mama’, Im home.” 


he young man charged with translating from Spanish 

to English was choked with tears. He was not alone. 

British Brigader Sam Lesser had just delivered an 
impassioned and emotive speech in his wartime Spanish. 
The young and the hardy had kept their eyes closed or their heads 
away from prying eyes, but there was no hiding place for the 
young Spaniard. 

Last month the Catalan government marked the 70th 
anniversary of the departure of the International Brigades 
with a series of events and commemorations as a thank you to 
the men and women from over 60 countries who went to 
Spain to fight Franco's fascist rebels, backed as they were by 
Hitler and Mussolini. 

Over three emotional days, 30 remaining Brigaders from 
places as far-flung as the United States and Chile were joined in 
Sitges and Barcelona by their families, friends and supporters 
as the Spanish gave thanks for their solidarity in Spain’s 
darkest hour. 

Spain is still coming to terms with Franco's reign of fascist 
terror. Judge Baltasar Garzon has ordered mass graves to be 
opened and special investigation teams are examining the 
remains of the men and women who resisted his and his party’s 
tyranny for nearly 40 years. It was Judge Garzon who in 1988 
tried to extradite the former Chilean dictator Augusto Pinochet 
from the UK. He is determined to investigate the 
disappearances but even today there remain supporters of 
Franco in the judiciary who are trying to stop him. 

It was the International Brigades led by progressive men and 
women who went to assist the democratically elected 
government of Spain, spotting the dangers of fascism when no 
other government would lift a finger to help the republic. 

The International Brigades, internationalists and trade 
unionists did not flinch in their duties and Spain has not 
forgotten them. As the sun went down over the gardens at 
the Palace in Barcelona and the band began to play 
The Internationale, young and old rose as one to sing the 
anthem that united them and shout, loud enough for any 
Spanish High Court Judge to hear, “jViva la Republica!” ~~ 
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BNP targets young people in hate drive 


By Sonia Gable 


t will be “the biggest and most 

ambitious strategy that this Party 

has ever undertaken,” promised a 

British National Party fundraising 
letter in September. The “Racism Cuts 
Both Ways” initiative will detail “the 
crimes against our people — rape, 
murder and discrimination’. 

The conspiracy nuts of the BNP have 
long claimed that, in the words of party 
leader Nick Griffin, “the political elite, 
the media, the police and the courts are 
covering up an epidemic of racist 
violence against the long suffering 
indigenous people of this country”. 

For the past two years the BNP has 
been putting together a list of “the 
forgotten victims”, researched by Alan 
Newark, a former left-wing Scottish 
journalist who defected to the far right 
many years ago. In an attempt to give 
the project authority Tony Shell, a 
“professional systems analyst” and the 
BNP’s Plymouth organiser, has written 
two reports “analysing” crime figures to 
prove the BNP’s thesis. There are lies, 
damned lies and statistics, and the BNP 
knows how to use all three. 

Now their work has been distilled 
into a 12-page full colour brochure that 
will be sent in the first instance to MPs, 
members of the Scottish Parliament, 
Welsh Assembly, London Assembly 
and House of Lords, and journalists. 

The BNP admits that most of 
them will bin it. It is intended as 
a provocation, “priming the fuses for 
our main attack”, the direct mailing 
of it to “large numbers of 18-year-olds, 
personally”. 

The BNP claims to be targeting 
18-year-olds because, “not only are 
these new voters with no loyalties to the 
old parties, but reaching out to so many 
young people will send the opposition 
frantic and guarantee publicity that will 
magnify our efforts tenfold”. 

The fundraising appeal aims to raise 
£78,750 to finance the campaign, 
including £22,000 to print an initial 
200,000 brochures and £45,000 for 
postage. With this they intend to mail 
out 10,000 brochures to “each key 
town and city in every one of the BNP’s 
12 regions”. 

Postage of £45,000 would only pay 


for around 120,000 brochures sent out 
individually. But the campaign will 
also be promoted by a “nationwide 
Truth Tour” using the “truth truck’, 
better known as the lie lorry, acquired 
after the party’s last big fundraising 
effort. It will start in Scotland and 
work its way south over one month, 
presumably at the same time as pushing 
“white history month”, which the BNP 
launched on 1 November. 

The brochures will be distributed in 
schools where the BNP has enough 
activists, Simon Darby, the BNP’s press 
officer, told a journalist. Most school 
students are under 18, suggesting that 
the BNP will be very happy to hand it 
out to younger, less politically 
experienced, teenagers who might be 
more easily taken in by the glossy but 
viciously hate-filled publication. 

The brochure is at pains to claim that 
the “injustices” inflicted on the “majority 
community” are “in no way the fault of 
immigrants themselves”, but caused by 
“the attitude of the ruling political 
elite”. But articles on “racist murder” 
and rape impart the opposite message. 
The page about “racist grooming” is 
especially disgraceful and _ clearly 
intended to incite race hate. 

“All ethnic groups _ contain 
paedophiles” it states, “... But in most 
communities these sickos operate 
alone, ashamed of what they do. 
One community, however, is different. 
Wherever there are large numbers of 
young Muslim men, groups of them 
team up to lure girls — often as young as 
twelve or thirteen — into a nightmare 
world of sexual abuse, rape, beatings, 
drug addiction and __ prostitution. 
Some of these perverts are recently 
arrived ‘asylum seekers’, others come 
from settled immigrant communities 
and were born in Britain. 

“But what all the Muslim sex gangs 
have in common — on top of their 
religion, with its low status for women — 
is that they never target girls from their 
own community. The vast majority of 
the victims are white, although Sikh, 
Hindu and West Indian girls are also 
targeted.” Note the attempt to show 
that the BNP has sympathy with BME 


communities that it perceives as more 


Playing the shell game? “Analyst” Tony Shell 


accepted by its target white audience. 

Chris Keates, General Secretary of 
the NASUWT, the largest UK teachers’ 
union, told Searchlight: 

“Action must be taken to prevent the 
BNP peddling this vile propaganda 
which, as always, is designed to promote 
division and intolerance. 

“The fact that they are planning to 
ambush children, young people and 
parents at school gates demonstrates 
that there is no level to which they are 
not prepared to sink to peddle their 
hateful message. 

“This demonstrates that the 
NASUWT was absolutely right to press 
the Government to include the 
activities of the BNP and far right in 
the guidance it has issued recently to 
schools on tackling extremism and that 
the Department for Children, Schools 
and Families was right to do so.” 

“The NASUWT will expect the 
Government to scrutinise any report the 
BNP produces and seek to bring the full 
weight of the law to bear to prevent its 
distribution and prosecute those 
involved in its production.” 

Griffin, who is a bit of a Johnny- 
come-lately in the BNP, may have 
overlooked what happened before 
when BNP activists tried to distribute 


. literature at school gates. Staff called 


the police who moved them on. 
After pressure from the NUT they 
were charged and in due course 
found guilty. ~= 


Foul mouths strike again 


By Matthew Collins 


NO SOONER had last month's 
Searchlight gone to press extolling the 
virtues of the modern English football 
fan than the supporters of Tottenham 
Hotspur came under the spotlight for a 
chant directed at their former player 
Sol Campbell, now with their 
Premiership rivals Portsmouth. 

It is not the first time that 
Tottenham fans have been scrutinised 
for their behaviour towards Campbell. 
This particular chant was first heard 
three years ago when Campbell was 
having some highly publicised personal 
problems while playing for Tottenham’s 
bitter rivals Arsenal. The incident was 
widely reported and condemned but no 
further action was taken. 

The vile and homophobic chant that 
encourages Campbell to hang himself 
from a tree has this time drawn 
condemnation from some of the most 
senior figures in the professional game, 
including Arsene Wenger, Campbell’s 
former manager at Arsenal, and a host of 
other Premiership players and managers. 

Hampshire Police, who were 
responsible for policing the game at 
Portsmouth’s Fratton Park, believed 
that the song had such an actionable 
content that they considered ejecting 
and arresting offending supporters. 
However, “so great” was the number of 
Tottenham fans doing the chanting that 
the police felt they could not act 
effectively. They have since sent a report 
to the Football Association. 

Danny Lynch, communications 


manager for the anti-racist campaign 
group “Kick it out”, described the song 
as “vile and disgusting”. He told 
Searchlight that his organisation would 


“move heaven and earth if necessary to 
stamp out all forms of intolerance and 
abuse”. Lynch was on the receiving end 
of some fans’ ire when he was drawn 
to conclude that the song’s reference to 
Campbell “swinging from a tree” could 
also be racist. It came as_ scant 
consolation when callers to “Kick It 
Out” tried to reassure him that the 
words had no racist connotation. 

“We're going to be working with 
Tottenham and the rest of the football 
community to stamp this out,” 
Lynch explained. “It really does set 
the game back and there’s just no 
room for anything in our game that 
intimidates and sickens so many 
decent football fans.” 

Meanwhile, pressure is mounting on 
the Scottish Football Association to 
take action over a song by Glasgow 
Rangers fans that demands the 
deportation of people of Irish heritage. 

The “famine song”, directed at old- 
firm rivals Glasgow Celtic, has been 
the centre of some heated debate over 
whether it is sectarian, racist or both. 
Both sets of supporters often engage 
in sectarian chanting, although the 
song has now caught on among other 
teams’ supporters and has also been 
directed at other Irish players in the 
Scottish leagues. 

Kieron Brady, a former Irish 
international footballer who works as a 
community coach, told Searchlight that 
the song, which demands that the Irish 
and their descendants should leave 
Scotland now that “the [Irish potato] 
famine is over’, was targeting a 
particular “cultural and ethnic identity 
within Scotland”. ~= 


Telling the story of the battle 
against racism and fascism in 
Britain during the last century 
this book from Searchlight is a 
celebration of our history. 
Charting the highs and lows 
of anti-fascism, From Cable 
Street to Oldham is a tribute to 
all those who have helped 
marginalise rightwing 
extremism over the years. 


Available now for only 


£5.99 


Price for Europe £8.49, rest of 
the world £10.49 (cash only or 
pay via Paypal at 
www.searchlightmagazine.com) 


Please send copies of 
From Cable Street to Oldham 
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Council Watch 


Each month Sonia Gable looks at the performance and activities of 


British National Party councillors around the country. 


If you have a story, leaflet or newspaper report about BNP councillors please send it to 
Searchlight, PO Box 1576, Ilford, |IG5 ONG or email it to editors@searchlightmagazine.com 


Of mice and men 


THE BRITISH NATIONAL Party 
likes nothing better than to identify 
itself with British war heroes, 
especially at this time of the year. 
And Richard Barnbrook, the BNP’s 
London Assembly member, _ likes 
nothing better than to lay claim to 
somebody else’s campaign. 

On 30 October Barnbrook wrote self- 
importantly. “My first GLA duty this 
morning involved the unveiling a of a 
special statue in commemoration of the 
life and deeds of Sir Keith Park”. 
The statue was in fact a model of a 
proposed statue of the commander of 
the RAF Sector 11 Squadrons, which 
defended London and the South East 
during the Battle of Britain in 1940. 
A New Zealander, Sir Keith fought at 
Gallipoli and the Somme during the 
First World War before joining the 
RAF. The Sir Keith Park Memorial 
Campaign has been campaigning for 
the past year for a statue of the highly 
decorated Air Chief Marshal to be 
placed permanently on the 4th plinth 
on Trafalgar Square. 

Barnbrook’s blog entry was 
accompanied by a short video interview 
in which he blatantly exploited the 
event for racist ends. He expressed his 
pleasure in seeing, “one of our people 
recognised rather than some of the 
politically correct offerings that are put 
before us at City Hall,” emphasising the 
point again, for anyone who had missed 
it, with a reference to “great heroes 
representing our culture”. 

More coyly he talked about these 
heroes “fighting against our opponents”. 
Does Barnbrook have a problem with 
the fact that the Second World War was 
about fighting the Nazis? 

Waffling on about how only a 
handful of London Assembly (jm 
members attended the 2 
unveiling, perhaps because “they 
had more pressing engagements 
elsewhere”, he managed to forget 
the name of the Deputy Mayor 


Richard Barnes, calling him Richard 
Brooks. Whether Barnbrook has 
succeeded in overcoming his alcohol 
addiction remains unclear. 

The previous day Barnbrook revealed 
that he had caught a “small house 
mouse” running around the floor of his 
City Hall office, which he ejected 
despite having been “actually pleased to 
see it running around so long as it is 
on its own’. He should be careful. 
The leader of his party, Nick Griffin, 
is famed for his dislike of “vermin”, 
although he prefers to use the word 
about his opponents in the BNP. 

Naturally Barnbrook’s words were 
illustrated with a picture of the mouse, 
possibly taken by his part-time personal 
assistant Simon Darby, a self-styled 
naturalist who doubles as deputy leader of 
the BNP and seems to spend much of his 
time in London photographing aspects 
of the Thames and views from City Hall. 

As befits the BNP Assembly Member, 
Barnbrook jumps at every opportunity to 
demonstrate his racism. One of his 
official questions to Mayor Boris 
Johnson last month asked whether he 
would “launch an in-depth enquiry into 
housing associations in London to 
scrutinise the budget sheets and accounts 
and highlight failing chief executives”. 

Barnbrook has little interest in 
housing associations. The question was 
merely an excuse for Barnbrook to talk 
about “the recent spectacular collapse of 
Ujima Housing Association 
with millions of pounds 
worth of debts”. 


London 4 
Elects « 


Serial campaign hijacker Richard Barnbrook 
Source: Wikipedia/Secretlondon 


Ujima was Britain’s oldest and biggest 
black housing association. It was wound 
up in January after a too rapid 
expansion programme left it unable to 
pay its debts. Its demise sent shock 
waves through the wider housing 
association movement which is crucial 
to the provision of social housing. 
But this was not Barnbrook’s concern. 

So keen was Barnbrook to have a go at 
a black enterprise that he omitted to do 
his research. Putting him straight, 
Johnson replied: “I will not be launching 
an inquiry because it is the role of 
the Housing Corporation, and in the 
future will be the role of the Tenant 
Services Authority, to regulate 
housing associations and thus 
to scrutinise these matters.” 


Another of Barnbrook’s 


questions concerned that perennial 
bone of contention for the BNP, the ban 
on BNP supporters joining the 
Metropolitan Police Service (MPS), 
which Barnbrook insists on calling the 
Metropolitan Police Force. Barnbrook 
had tabled questions about this on 
earlier occasions but failed to get 
Johnson to say any more than to 
confirm that he supported the ban. 

This time Barnbrook tried a different 
approach. “Does the Mayor believe 
that members of extremist and 
fundamentalist religious groups, such as 
Hizb-ut-Tahir, should be free to join 
the Metropolitan Police Force?” 
Barnbrook was delighted to report 
Johnson's reply, which included the 
information that Hizb-ut-Tahir was not 
a proscribed organisation. “Notice how 
Mayor Boris has less qualms about 
allowing into the Metropolitan Police 
Force members of an organisation 
openly committed to turning Britain 
into an Islamic republic than he does of 
people of who simply want to retain a 
constitutional monarchy along with the 
rest of our British way of life,” 
commented Barnbrook, conveniently 
ignoring Johnson's explanation of the 
vetting procedure under which any 
opponents of democratic values would 
fail to pass muster as MPS recruits. 

BNP members may be surprised that 
Barnbrook has not yet managed to 
overturn the MPS’s proscription of the 
BNP as his influence appears to know no 
bounds. When Sir Ian Blair resigned as 
the Metropolitan Police Commissioner 
at the beginning of October, Barnbrook 
was quick to claim responsibility. 

According to Barnbrook, Blair had 
been scheduled to answer questions 
from London Assembly members on 12 
December. “How I would have enjoyed 
taking him to task on the sickeningly 
politically correct culture he has played 
such a major role of enforcing upon 
serving Metropolitan Police officers 
which has so devastated police morale. 
The continued banning of BNP 
members from the Met’ [sic], the anti- 
white recruitment policies, slap on the 
wrist policing not to mention the sub- 
Saharan levels of crime that now plague 
our great city, the list is considerable,” 
claimed Barnbrook. 

“Sir Ian would have known about 
this forthcoming appointment, when 
for the first time in his career, he would 
have to explain the logic behind his 
multicultural extremism and in so 
doing expose the virulently anti-white 

nature of his great crusade against 


‘ 


racism,” Barnbrook argued in all 
= seriousness. <q 


BNP Loughton councillors Pat Richardson and Rod Law 


BNP talks up racial incidents 
in all-white Debden 


THE BNP’S FOUR COUNCILLORS in Epping Forest have been much occupied 
with racial issues despite representing wards in Debden, which they 
describe as “a very large council estate of about 5,500 properties, and the 
population is 99.9% British with a small Anglo-lrish community”. 

Councillors Pat Richardson and Rod Law intervened in what their blog 
described as “a major racial attack incident in Loughton’, in reality a fight 
between students from rival schools. “Up to 30 ethnic youths from Debden’s 
Davenant school, approached pupils from Roding school in Loughton and 
allegedly attempted to racially attack several of them,’ the BNP reported. 

At a meeting with the heads of the schools, the two councillors did their 
best to focus on the racial aspect but to no avail. Accusing the head of 
Davenant School of responding “frostily” to his questions, Law said he would 
“be watching very closely as to how this is handled and any future incidents”. 

Richardson was similarly unsuccessful. “| tried to ascertain the spark point 
of the incident, but the response seemed to indicate that it was the two 
opposing leaders of the groups being spurred on by their followers.” 

Disappointed, the BNP councillors quickly turned their attention to an 
“alleged drug related petrol bombing in Debden’, which they claimed, 
without any apparent evidence, was the result of the National Association 
for the Care and Resettlement of Offenders (NACRO) housing ex-offenders 
who were “mainly ethnics” in a house in Debden, “a largely British/ 
white area’. 

But not all the issues the Epping Forest BNP councillors take up involve 
race. They also oppose local redevelopment. At the end of October they 
posted a picture of a nearly empty car park in Debden. “Once again the 
British National Party have been proved right; we said that the Broadway 
redevelopment would affect trade for the shops,’ they claimed. “If you 
remember, prior to this car park being built - and which we all have to pay 
to maintain — you were lucky to get a space. That was because it was free!” 

Readers might think that the reason you would have been lucky to get a 
space in a car park before it was built was precisely because it had not yet 
been built, but there’s no explaining the thinking of a BNP councillor. 


Home news 


Holocaust denier must stay in UK 


By Sonia Gable 


A HOLOCAUST DENIER won the first 
stage in his fight against extradition to 
Germany after a court ruled that a 
European arrest warrant was invalid. 
Dr Fredrick Tében was arrested at 
Heathrow on 1 October while in transit 
from the USA to Dubai and had been 
held in custody. 

The 64-year-old German-born 
Australian is wanted in Germany for 
publishing antisemitic material that 
denies, approves or plays down the 
mass murder of the Jews by the Nazis. 
The warrant issued by the German 
authorities in October 2004 accuses 
him of committing the offence in 
Germany and elsewhere by virtue of 
publishing on the worldwide web. 

District Judge Daphne Wickham 
told Westminster Magistrates’ Court in 
London on 29 October that the 
warrant contained inadequate detail 
about the offences, describing it as 
vague and imprecise. It did not state 
the website nor from where the 
propaganda was said to be published. 

The Crown Prosecution Service, 
acting for the German government, 
has lodged an appeal with the High 
Court, but Tében has been granted 
conditional bail until the case is heard 
early next year. He will be released as 
soon as he can produce £100,000 
security, but will have to remain in the 
UK and must not access the internet or 
give media interviews. 


Supporters of Dr Fredrick Toében outside 
Westminster Magistrates’ Court during the 
extradition hearing. (above) Richard Edmonds, 
BNP veteran 

Photos: David Hoffman 


Tében is the founder and 
director of the Adelaide Institute, 
a website that questions the 
“story, legend, myth” behind 
the Holocaust and claims there 
were no gas chambers at 
Auschwitz. In 2002, an 
Australian judge found that the 
website “vilified Jewish people” 
and ordered him to remove 
offensive material from it. 

The Adelaide Institute lists 
the “victims imprisoned for 
refusing to believe in the 
Holocaust”. Tében adds: 
“If you wish to doubt the 
Holocaust-Shoah 
narrative, be prepared 
for sacrifice, marriage and 
family break-up, loss of 
career, and to go to prison. 
This is because Revisionists are 

dismantling a massive 
multibillion dollar industry that 
the Holocaust-Shoah enforcers 
are defending, as well as the 
survival of Zionist-racist Israel.” 

Tében ignored the 2002 order 
and currently awaits the verdict 
in a contempt of court hearing in 
the Federal Court in Adelaide 
brought by the Executive Council of 
Australian Jewry. 

In 1999 he was imprisoned for seven 
months in Mannheim for breaching 
Germany’s Holocaust law. The court 
cleared him of the more serious 
charge of incitement to racial hatred 
because the material was written 
outside Germany. In 2000, Germany's 
Supreme Court made foreigners liable 
for internet crimes. 

Toben attended the Holocaust denial 
conference in Tehran in December 
2006 hosted by Iranian President 
Ahmadinejad and was co-opted onto 
an “International ‘Holocaust’ Research 
Committee”. This committee tasked 
itself with acting as “the international 
truth-seeking committee in matters of 
the ‘Holocaust” The inverted commas 
around the word “Holocaust” indicate 


that truth is the last thing this 


committee will seek. 

Another member of the committee, 
also present at the Tehran conference, 
is the notorious British antisemite 
Lady Michele Renouf, a close friend of 


the revisionist writer David Irving. 
Both were prominent among Toben’s 
supporters at the Westminster 
Magistrates’ Court hearings. 

Tében's release came a day after 
Jacqui Smith, the Home Secretary, 
announced new measures to make it 
easier to exclude people coming 
to the UK to spread racial hatred. 
The new rules will cover nazis as well 
as extremist preachers. 

For the first time there will be a legal 
“presumption in favour of exclusion” 
for known extremists, meaning that 
they would have to argue why they 
should be allowed into the country. 
The rules will even extend to people 
from the EU, who can normally travel 
to the UK freely. 

The Home Secretary said, “Through 
these tough new measures | will 
stop those who want to spread 
extremism, hatred and violent mes- 
sages in our communities from 
coming to our country. 

“Coming to the UK is a privilege, 
and | refuse to extend that privilege 
to those who abuse our standards 
and values to undermine our way 
of life.” ~= 


The interwar crucible 


Areview by Jean-Yves Camus 


Samuel Kalman 
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SAMUEL KALMAN’S new book is a 
welcome change from most studies of 
the French nationalist movements in 
the first decades of the 20th century. 
The reason is simple: while the majority 
of scholars focus on the history and 
organisation of those groups to 
determine whether they fit into the 
controversial “Fascist” category, Kalman 
takes an empirical approach and looks 
at their programmes and _ ideology 
without confining his research to the 
never-ending debate on the elusive 
“Fascist” label. 

The Extreme Right in Interwar France 
is about two movements that had a 
tremendous impact on the French 
extreme right, one short-lived and 
narrow in membership (Georges 
Valois’s Faisceau), the other a “League” 
of over one million members 
(La Rocque’s Croix de Feu). 

The author exposes their plans for a 
“regenerated” France, freed from the 
parliamentary system of the Republic 
they loathed, and which was to be built 
on an extensive political, economic and 
social renewal. The first merit of 
the book is that it does not present the 
Faisceau as a monolithic movement, 
since a variety of opinions were 
expressed within it, some reactionary, 
others quite progressive, according to 
the standards of the time. 

Kalman looks first at the institutional 
reforms the Faisceau wanted to 
implement and shows that the leadership 
was divided between the modernism of 
Valois and the reactionary nationalism 
of Jacques Arthuys and Philippe Barrés. 
In contrast, the Croix de Feu/Parti Social 
Francais (PSF) was mostly fuelled 
by nostalgia for a rural, traditional 
France based upon Catholic values, to 
the extent that it had much in common 
with the Conservative Right, and 
with the reactionary rhetoric of the 
Vichy traditionalists. 


Kalman also extends his study of the 
opposition between “traditionalists” 
and “modernists” into the realm of the 
economy. He argues that professing 
themselves to be outside the Republic, 
both the Faisceau and the PSF 
demanded a radical reorganisation of 
the nation, including a new economic 
order hostile to both Communism and 
Liberalism, and that would implement 
a rationally planned economy or a 
socialist/syndicalist State. He is right to 
point out that this interest in the 
technocratic management of the 
economy was not restricted to radical 
parties, but was shared by a large part of 
the mainstream political spectrum as 
well as by part of the business world. 

The most interesting chapters 
are those devoted to the attitude of 
the two movements on the issues 
of gender and family, and the role of 
youth. Anti-fascists are often at pains 
to admit that extreme-right parties 
can support a “progressive” agenda on 
moral issues yet, as Kalman shows, 
there were voices within the Faisceau 
who called for more women’s rights. 
The PSF, on the other hand, 
envisioned the family as the backbone 
of Christian civilisation, thus opposing 
any change in the traditional division 
of roles between men and women. But, 
as the author explains, La Rocque was 
not out of tune with the Republican 
parties of the time, because the Right, 
the Radical Party and even the 
Communists all promoted a high birth 
rate. Kalman also shows that both 
parties strove to regenerate the State 
through the action of a morally and 
physically robust youth. 

The final chapter deals with 
antisemitism and xenophobia in the 
policy of both movements. Although 
they are often described as more 
moderate than other extreme-right 
parties on these issues, the author is 
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correct to write that both the Faisceau 
and the PSF were uncompromisingly 
anti-Jewish and racist, expressing their 
prejudices in terms that were 
reminiscent of Edouard Drumont’s 
vilest writings. 

All in all, this book is innovative and 
helps us understand how these two 


‘movements, although they ultimately 


failed, helped shape the doctrines of the 
Vichy regime and, one may add, that of 
the French extreme right up to the days 
of the Front National. ~<a 


Racist murder linked to asylum debate 
From Henrik Lunde for Antifa-Net in Oslo 


NORWAY’S OVERHEATED PUBLIC 
debate on asylum seekers is continuing to fuel 
racist violence. In mid-September a man in his 
twenties was charged with the murder of 
Somali-born Mahmed Jamal Shirwac, 46, who 
died when several shots were fired at his car on 
the outskirts of Trondheim on 23 August. 

A police investigation found the arrested man 
had been active on several newspaper websites 
where he expressed strongly negative views 


International 
roundup 


racist shooting linked to internet postings. 
The man who fired at an asylum centre in 
Hvalstad also claimed was responding to a 
debate on the website of a local newspaper. 
Despite the high profile of the asylum 
debate, Norway's tiny far-right movement 
continues to move towards oblivion. The most 
active fascist party, Norgespatriotene, has 
retreated from its boastful claims - to 
disproportionate media coverage — that it 
would make a breakthrough in the 2009 
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towards ethnic minorities. This is the second 


parliamentary election and is now focussing on 
the 2013 election, because of a lack of money 
and activists. The far right is unable to exploit 
the current hostile climate against asylum- 
seekers because it lacks competent leadership. 

In the current right-wing political climate, it 
is perhaps not surprising that the Norwegian 
Festival of Literature, having chosen “Truth” as 
the main theme for its annual event in 2009, 
has invited the British fascist author David 
Irving to speak. The Festival organisers 
revealed their ignorance on their website by 
presenting Irving as a man who “has been 
accused of being a Holocaust denier, a claim he 
strongly rejects”. 

Asked to explain their decision, the Festival 
organisers made the dubious claim that: “We 
have challenged Irving to speak about truth and 
about the history of the war as an ongoing fight 
about credibility, based on his own experience 
on this battlefield”. 


A FORMER VLAAMS Belang (VB) MP has revealed in 
a new book that leaders of the far-right party sing Nazi 
songs and buy Nazi paraphernalia while travelling abroad 
out of sight of the press. The VB “is a sect that sings Nazi 
songs and adores the SS”, Jurgen Verstrepen (pictured) 
told the popular Flemish weekly Dag Allemaal. 

Verstrepen'’s book Zwart op Wit (Black On White) 
looks back on his short-lived political career in the 
ranks of the ultra-nationalist party. Verstrepen was 
elected to parliament for the VB in 2004 but 
defected to the right-wing populist Lijst Dedecker 
(LDD) three years later. 

The book pays great attention to the alleged 
love affair between Marie-Rose Morel, 
a VB MP, and Frank Vanhecke, the 
party’s former president, a story of 
considerable interest to the Belgian 
press over the past year. Both far- 
right celebrities have always 
denied the relationship, but it was 


Far-right defector exposes party scandals 


Wim Haelsterman for AFF/ Verzet - RésistanceS in Brussels 


the reason for the rapid removal of Vanhecke from the 
party presidency earlier this year. 

Bruno Valkeniers, the VB’s new president, has refused to 
comment, merely telling the press that his former 
colleague is very good at fiction and an attention 
seeker. Less taciturn are Morel and Vanhecke 
who have announced that they are taking 
legal action against Verstrepen and _ his 
publisher. It is ironic that Verstrepen was one 
of the architects of a big VB “freedom of 
speech” campaign a few years ago and Morel 
and Vanhecke are now trying to gag him. 
Vanhecke will head the party’s list for 
the European elections in 2009 while 
Morel has claimed second place. In 
view of the hostility of the party’s 
- hardliners towards her, it is unlikely 
that she will readily secure this 
privileged position. The VB now 
has three MEPs. 


GERMANY “ 


Raids could signal ban on nazi youth group 


By Michael Klein for Antifa-Net in Hanover 


GERMAN POLICE RAIDED more than 
80 premises in 14 of the country’s 
16 states on 9 October to gather 
evidence to support the prohibition 
of the nazi Heimattreue Deutsche 
Jugend (HDJ) youth organisation. 

The HDJ was reactivated in the late 
1990s and has grown, since the Viking 
Youth was outlawed in November 
1994, to become the most important 
single nazi youth group, indoctrinating 
teenagers and children as young 
as seven. 


Today it has several hundred 
members, regularly runs camps, 
publishes its journal Funkenflug 


(Flying Sparks) and organises military- 
style marches and bus trips to the so- 
called eastern territories of the former 
German Reich. 

In October 2007 the Ministry of the 
Interior prohibited the HDJ from 
wearing uniforms but Sebastian 
Rabiger, the HDJ’s leader, urged his 
followers to ignore the injunction. 
Since then, the Liberal Democrat and 
Green parliamentary groups have 
called on the federal government to 
look into banning the organisation. 

Frank Schwerdt, a leading member 
of the NPD, commented recently that 
he expected the HDJ to be outlawed 
before long and lavishly praised the 
group for “rendering outstanding 
services to the care and education of 
young people and kids’, a euphemism 


for the venomous racism and Jew- 
baiting that is the HDJ’s stock-in-trade. 

Such a plaudit from a leading NPD 
member is hardly surprising given the 
large overlap of personnel between 
the two organisations, demonstrated 
by the fact that Manfred Borm, the 
head of the NPD’s “security troop” 
strong-arm squad, and Jorg Hahnel, 
the Berlin NPD leader, were swept up 
in the raids. 

The NPD performed poorly in 
September's elections in Brandenburg 
and Bavaria. At best it could claim 


mixed results, with 1.9% in local 
elections in Brandenburg. In the 
absence of the usual 5% hurdle, 


the NPD gained council seats in all but 
one of the region’s 14 counties as well 
as on Potsdam and Cottbus city 
councils. The NPD now has nearly 30 
seats at local level in Brandenburg. 

The German People’s Union (DVU) 
polled 1.5% , giving the two fascist 
parties a combined vote of over 
100,000 compared to 43,000 five years 
ago. Representatives of the NPD or 
DVU now sit on 13 county councils in 
Brandenburg. 

State elections were also held in 
Bavaria on the same day. For the first 
time since 1970, the NPD was in a 
position to nominate candidates in 
every one of the seven administrative 
districts and in 91 wards. Its 123,273 
votes amounted to 1.2% and secured 
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the party state funding, but can hardly 
be celebrated as a triumph. 

This year’s nazi so-called Fest der 
Volker (Festival of Peoples) concert 
was also no victory. The international 
nazi gig was blockaded and delayed 
for three hours by over 2,000 people 
mobilised by a broad anti-fascist 
alliance in the small city of Altenburg 
in Thuringen. The organisers, André 
Kapke and Ralf Wohlleben, both 
members of the NPD, had moved the 
event to Altenburg to escape the anti- 
fascist opposition that has grown 
much stronger in nearby Jena in the 
past two years. 

The name Fest der Volker harks back 
to the Nazi past, being the title of Leni 
Riefenstahl’s infamous propaganda 
film about the 1936 Berlin Olympics. 
Its modern version is little more than a 
thinly veiled cover for the Blood and 
Honour network — banned since 2000 
— to bring nazi bands and speakers 
from across Europe to Germany. 

This year, about 1,200 Hitler fans 
from at least eight countries turned up 
to listen to Markus Mattig from 
Switzerland, Stephen Swinfen from the 
UK, Kristoffer Dahlenstr6m from 
Sweden, Tomas Vandas from the Czech 


.Republic, Giordano Caracino from Italy 


and Enrique Valls from Spain. Among 
the performing hate music contingent 
were White Law, Brainwash/Mosphit 
and Sleipnir. ~<a 


International 


Far right gains inacountry that 
still sees itself as victim 


From Karl Pfeifer in Vienna 


THE DEATH OF the extreme-right 
leader Jorg Haider in a car crash on 
11 October came less than two weeks 
after Austria’s two main far-right 
parties took 29% of the vote in a general 
election. Haider had been driving at 
142km/h on a road with a 70km/h 
speed limit and his blood alcohol level 
was well above the legal limit. 

On 28 September, the Freedom Party 
(FPO) led by Heinz-Christian Strache 
polled 18% with 11% going to Haider's 
Alliance for Austria’s Future (BZO), 
giving the lie to those who claim that the 
extreme right is destined to be marginal 
in Austria. In the 1999 general election 
the FPO, then led by Haider, took 27%, 
but the latest result is more significant. 

Some foreign journalists wondered 
how two extreme-right parties could 
receive such a high vote in “the fourth 
richest country of the European Union, 
where unemployment is one of the 
lowest in Europe”, and which the 
Pope described a few decades ago as “a 
happy island”. Can the result be blamed 
wholly only on the legacy of the Nazi 
period, as some believe, and what is the 
significance of the fact that 40% of 
the under 30 age group voted for the 
extreme right? 

The answers are complex. The FPO 
and BZO made inroads into the voting 
base of the Social Democrats (SPO), 
especially in the so-called workers’ 
districts of Vienna, to the extent that 
more blue collar workers voted for them 
than for the SPO. The two far-right 
outfits were able to mobilise support 
with promises to protect voters against 
foreigners and unemployment, using 
xenophobic slogans such as “Austria for 
the Austrians”, “Stop the foreigner 
flood” and “Stop asylum abuse”. 

Because growing immigration has 


given rise to some problems and 
because the left has denied this, the 
extreme right has won support for its 
simplistic and populist solutions to a 
complex issue. Before and during the 
election campaign, nowhere near 
enough opposition was expressed to the 
racist and xenophobic incitement of the 
BZO and FPO. 

When the FPO split in 2002 and 
Haider founded the BZO, journalists 
and politicians concluded that he would 
never again be as popular as in 1999. 
However ORF, the state radio and 
television broadcaster, helped change that 
by giving him every opportunity for 
political self-presentation, enabling the 
BZO to become the fourth party. 
Now he has gone, the two-far right 
parties might draw closer together in the 
coming weeks, though the BZO leader- 
ship is opposed to any rapprochement. 

Many Austrians see themselves as 
victims. For more than 50 years Austria 
has assiduously presented itself as the 
first victim of Nazism, forgetting the role 
of so many Austrian perpetrators of Nazi 
crimes and the fact that most Austrians 
were happy to be bystanders and 
onlookers. The FPO now has a new 
variation on the theme, namely that 
Austria is the victim of the EU. 

Aula, a major monthly publication of 
one of the FPO’s front organisations, 
often carries explicit antisemitic 
propaganda. In a country with a 
population of more than eight million, 
where most people never see a Jew and 
the Jewish community is only 7,000 
strong, one can speak almost of an 
antisemitic consensus. This is probably 
why there is no serious political 
opposition to the recent deal between 
the big partly state-owned energy 
concern OMV and Iran. 
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One must not forget the abysmal 
role of the SPO in this connection. 
Bruno Kreisky, the SPO Chancellor 
from 1970 to 1983, had five 
former Nazis in his first government. 
His prolonged campaign against the 
“Nazi hunter” Simon Wiesenthal was 
antisemitic and during the 1970s he 
defended Friedrich Peter, then head of 
the FPO, even after Wiesenthal had 
revealed that Peter served in a company 
of the Waffen-SS implicated in 
murdering civilians in eastern Europe. 

Outside interest in these matters was 
minimal, probably because the SPO, 
so allergic to antisemitism from the 
right, is blind to antisemitism in its 
own ranks. The SPO’s attitude to 
the extreme right is an ambivalent 
combination of public declarations 
about not wanting a coalition with it 
and voting with it in parliament. 

Just a few weeks before polling day 
Werner Faymann, the new SPO leader, 
wrote to the co- owner of the Vienna 
gutter daily Neue Kronenzeitung (NKZ), 
a paper notorious for its racism and 
xenophobia, promising a plebiscite 
before any crucial decisions about 
Austria’s relationship with the EU. 

The Social Democrats are being 
handicapped by their own fickleness and 
lack of principle. The three biggest 
parties usually nominate the three 
presidents of the Austrian parliament. 
The FPO has nominated Martin Graf, a 
former member of the extreme-right 
student fraternity Olympia. It was an 
Olympia audience to which David 
Irving was going to deliver a lecture 
when he was arrested in Austria in 
November 2005. SPO _ politicians 
hastened to declare that they would also 
vote for Graf. Only the fifth and smallest 
parliamentary party, the Greens, have 
pledged to vote against him. 

Playing with racist, antisemitic and 
xenophobic sentiments is tolerated by 
society and the political elite, and 
politicians who play this tawdry game 
are accepted into the mainstream. 
The results of continued failure to resist 
ethnic exclusion and racist demagogy 
were obvious on 28 September. 
The longer term consequences are yet to 
beeen.) 
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JORG HAIDER: a leader who died as he lived 


A comment by our Austrian correspondent Karl Pfeifer 


IN THE DAYS after Jorg Haider's recent death and in the run-up to his state-style 
funeral, readers of the Austrian press were regaled with pictures of the perma- 
tanned politician, a man for all seasons, who learned from American politicians 
always to smile and shake hands with everybody. 

lf one believed some of the media, both in Austria and internationally, and some 
declarations by the Austrian political elite, some sort of Austrian Mother Teresa had 
passed away. The former Social Democrat Heinz Fischer, who is now President of 
Austria, even described Haider's death as a“human tragedy” 

One can think of many “human tragedies’ that have occurred in Austria in recent 
times — the Fritzl case, in which a man repeatedly raped his own daughter and 
jailed her for more than 20 years; Natasha Kampusch, the ten-year-old who was 
abducted and held for eight and a half years; and the family slaughtered with an 
axe because the father could not face bankruptcy — but this was not one of them. 

It was just a car accident caused by the drunken driving of a politician who broke 
the speed limit. Haider died as he lived, flouting the laws of a decent society, and it 
was a miracle that nobody else died in the crash. 

Of course, the rumour mill quickly swung into operation, spreading the tale that it 
was the Israeli secret service, Mossad, which made his car run at 142km/h on a road 
with a 70km/h limit. Many Austrians love conspiracy theories because life is so much 
simpler if one can blame the Jews or even better the Jews and the Americans. 

One need not rehearse again all the things Haider said about “foreigners’, the 
Slovene minority in Carinthia and of course the Jews, especially those of 
the “East coast” meaning in Austrian antisemitic parlance “American Jews" 
This is all well known. 

Haider's parents were enthusiastic Nazis and he was educated in this spirit. 
He liked to talk about the Nazi past. For example with regard to Wehrmacht soldiers 
and the Waffen SS during the Second World War, he said to me in January 1993, 
“| have said that this fight by the soldiers contributed to driving back Communism, 
a fact that cannot be denied. This made it possible for Austria to find its place in the 
West and achieve democracy. Otherwise we would be probably part of a 
Communist empire, without democracy.’ 

As to whether the German invasion of the Soviet Union was a war of conquest, 
Haider replied that one had to ask oneself nowadays “what it was really like then’. 
And he later answered that question himself in a public speech to Waffen SS 
veterans in Krumpendorf in Carinthia in 1995, when he described members of that 
organisation, condemned as a criminal organisation by the Nuremberg Military 
Tribunal, as “decent individuals with character who stick to their beliefs despite 
strong opposition and remain true to them today as well’ adding, “that is a good 
basis, my dear friends, for us younger people to inherit” 

It is no wonder then that such Waffen SS veterans quickly pledged to attend his 
funeral, at which photographers were highly restricted and the police ensured that 
no nazi demonstration took place. Nor, contrary to media speculation, did far-right 
“celebrities” such as Alessandra Mussolini and Jean-Marie Le Pen appear. 

President Fischer did attend the funeral. Haider was governor of Carinthia, the 
argument ran, and the president could hardly be absent when the country’s most 
senior figures were there. A cynic might believe Fischer was motivated more by a 
need to attract the votes of Haider's followers in the next election for president. 

Alfred Gusenbauer, the Social Democratic Chancellor, made a speech 
praising Haider and ended with the sign of the cross. The attendance and 
events at the funeral indicate that xenophobia and antisemitism continue to 
be socially acceptable. 
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International 


Racist 
murderers 
face justice 


Ulyana Bobrova and 
Mara Viadimirova report 
from Moscow 


NINE YOUNG PEOPLE went on 
trial at Moscow City Court on 30 
September for a series of racist murders. 
In the dock were former choir boy Artur 
Ryno, 17, Pavel Skachevsky and seven 
others aged 15 to 22, variously accused 
of committing 20 racist murders and 12 
other racially motivated attacks between 
August 2006 and October 2007. 

The proceedings were closed to the 
public, but it has emerged that Ryno and 
Skachevsky have “fully admitted their 
guilt”, three other defendants have 
admitted partial guilt and Svetlana 
Avakumova, 22, and Denis Lavrinenkoy, 
17, have pleaded not guilty. 

Ryno, a student at an icon painting 
school, told investigators that he began 
his murder spree on 21 August 2006, 
the day a racist bomb blast ripped 
through Moscow’s —Cherkizovsky 
market killing 13 people. He and 
Skachevsky were arrested in April 
2007 on suspicion of killing Karen 
Abramyan, an Armenian businessman, 
who was stabbed 20 times. 

Skachevsky at first refused to 
cooperate and denied the offence, while 
Ryno admitted from the outset that he 
had committed 37 racially motivated 
murders. He told police he had hated 
Caucasians and Asians “who come to 
Moscow” since his school days. 
Ironically, he himself came to Moscow 
from Ekaterinburg, east of the Urals. 

A psychiatrist who examined Ryno 
described him as a teenager who 
enjoyed killing people and witnessing 
their agony. It also emerged that he 
preferred to be alone or with only his 
friend Skachevsky while carrying out 
the killings. 

Although all his victims were non- 
Slavic, Ryno only became a skinhead 
after he had committed several murders, 
adopting the image to attract teenagers, 
most of whom were Moscow 


schoolchildren or students, to his group. 
A week before the trial opened, 


Serial race killers: Artur Ryno and Pavel Skachevsky 


Moscow City Court convicted the 
so-called Kalinichenko gang. Ivan 
Kalinichenko, 20, Timothei and Kiril 
Kovalev, 18, Ilya Shutko, 18, and nine 
other teenagers were jailed for between 
three and ten years for committing 
several racially motivated murders and 
attacks in Moscow. Among their 
victims was the international chess 
master Sergei Nikolaev who originated 
from the Yakutsk Republic in the far 
east. As the defendants were being led 
away they yelled “Sieg Heil”. 

Russia's deputy prosecutor general 
Viktor Grin has reported that 356 
extremist crimes were registered last year, 
up from 130 in 2004. During the first six 
months of this year, the justice 
authorities recorded 250 extremist 
crimes, 73 of which were in Moscow. 
During the same period, Grin says, there 
were 19 religiously or racially motivated 
killings in Russia, all but two in Moscow. 

However, Galina Kozhevnikova, 
deputy head of the highly respected Sova 
Centre, which tracks hate crimes, has 
emphasised that the actual number of 
hate crimes in the country is far higher. 


At the more populist end of the racist 
spectrum, the congress of the fascist 
Movement against Immigration 
(DPNI) on 13 September confirmed 
the three-way split in the six-year-old 
organisation. The so-called Unity 
Congress was attended only by a rump 
of the group, led by Alexander 
Mikhailov, calling itself the Russian 
DPNI. Dimitri Zubovs DPNI/ 
Russian Civil Society stayed away and 
Alexander Belov’s DPNI was excluded. 

A day after Mikhailov’s congress, 
the ambitious Belov rented Moscow’s 
House of Journalists for a meeting of 
his “organising committee for the 
preparation of an international forum 
against illegal immigration’, to which he 
hopes to lure representatives of far-right 
parties from 50 countries this winter. 
The main speaker at the planning 
meeting was Jens Piihse, a leader of the 
German nazi National Democratic Party. 
Also present were extreme-rightists 
from Greece and the USA. Belov is 
also reportedly stepping up his close 
cooperation with Dimitri Demushkin of 
the nazi Slavic Union. ~= 


PORTUGAL: Bonehead leader jailed 
MARIO MACHADO (pictured), Portugal’s leading fascist bonehead, was 


imprisoned for four years ten months for violence and arms offences at the 
beginning of October. The leader of the Portuguese section of the nazi 
Hammerskins was found guilty of racial discrimination, possession of illegal 
weapons, threatening behaviour and violence. 


Machado and 35 other fascists 
were arrested in November 2007 
for a wave of attacks on Africans 
and dark-skinned Portuguese. 
When police raided _ their 
homes, they seized firearms, 
munitions, knives, clubs, base- 
ball bats and racist propaganda 
material. Six other nazis were 
jailed, 17 received suspended 
prison sentences, seven were 
fined and five were acquitted. 
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Socialism? Yes, as long as it’s national 
By Aleksander Nitka, for Never Again Poland/UK and Antifa-Net 


FEW IN THE UK have heard of Piotr 
Ikonowicz but in Poland he is known as 
a former MP for the Democratic Left 
Alliance, devoted to waving the red flag 
and presenting himself as a tireless 
fighter for a better, non-capitalist, 
tomorrow. That is more or less how the 
leader of the Polish New Left wants us 
to see him, judging by his blog. 

Ikonowicz has recently tried to make 
his debut in the British media by starting 
a blog in the Guardian’s comment is free 
internet forum but there is more to 
Ikonowicz’s profile — and to the alliances 
that have helped elevate him to his 
present position — than meets the eye. 

He has been trying desperately to 
return to political respectability in 
Poland for some time and his undoubted 
talent as a public speaker makes him 
perfect populist leader material. Now, it 
seems, the right-wing populist party 
Samoobrona (Self Defence) is giving 
him his big chance as part of its own bid 
for a comeback from electoral wipe-out 
and entanglement in sex and corruption 
scandals. By giving Ikonowicz a 
platform, the party hopes to restore the 
anti-establishment image that first 
swept it into parliament in 2001. 

To say that Self Defence’s reputation is 
tarnished would be an understatement. 
Its leader, Andrzej Lepper, 


enthusiastically accepted an honorary 
doctorate from the infamous private 
Ukrainian Interregional Academy of 
Personnel Management (MAUP), which 
bestowed the same title on the former 
Ku Klux Klan leader David Duke and has 
been dubbed “the university of hate” for 
its antisemitic hatred of Israel. 

With Lepper’s agreement, Self 
Defence appointed Mateusz Piskorski, 
a former fascist activist who was linked 
in the past to the neo-pagan, ultra- 
nationalist organisation Niklot, to 
represent it in its dealings with other 
parties. It is these types of people who 
are now promoting Ikonowicz. 

But there is a third piece to the 
jigsaw: the far-right magazine Obywatel 
(Citizen), whose deep involvement in 
the formation of the Polish branch of 
the anti-globalisation © movement 
ATTAC caused an _ international 
scandal. Obyware/ had employed Polish 
nationalist rhetoric and published 
material by the German nazi and 
former Red Army Faction terrorist 
Horst Mahler. It was only the latter that 
finally pushed Polish ATTAC to 
distance itself from Obywatel. 

Shortly before the Polish 
parliamentary election of October 2007, 
the paths of Ikonowicz, Self Defence 
and Odywatel crossed again when they 


all met at Obywate/s festival, sponsored 
by the far-right mayor of Lodz, to 
debate the future of the Polish left. 

When asked about his new friends 
and their not very left-wing activities, 
Ikonowicz referred to a need to create 
a “broad social alliance of people 
who want to oppose and overthrow 
capitalist hegemony”. 

Despite the fact that Self Defence is 
fighting for its existence, after losing 
all its parliamentary seats and most 
of its former prestige, Ikonowicz has 
become a frequent guest on current 
affairs television programmes. On the 
news channel TVN 24 in September, 
the vehemently pro-capitalist Janusz 
Korwin Mikke (who has also been 
involved in the far right in the past) gave 
a Hitler salute to emphasise his distaste 
for the European Union’s monetary 
policy. Present in the studio, Ikonowicz, 
the leader of the “broad social alliance” 
and self-styled leftist, said nothing. 

Ikonowicz and the “broad social 
alliance” now advocated by the likes of 
Self Defence and Odywatel embody a 
very dangerous problem that Polish and 
European anti-fascists now face in 
which the far right is trying to establish 
a broad social foothold by hijacking left- 
wing language, symbols and even, in the 
case of Ikonowicz, individuals. <q 


Playing the far 
right's game: 
Piotr Ikonowicz 


Bincaarieinl 


Attack prompts anti-Moroccan outburst by Wilders 


By Jeroen Bosch for Alert! and Antifa-Net in Utrecht 


YOUTHS OF MOROCCAN origin 
vandalised buses and robbed a driver 
at knifepoint in Gouda, in the south 
of the Netherlands, in mid-September 
and sparked off a furious debate in 
the Dutch media and_ parliament. 
As a result of the incident, the bus 
company decided temporarily to stop 
driving through the neighbourhood 
where it occurred. 

When the attack made headlines in 
the right-wing populist Telegraaf, the 
Netherlands’ biggest selling newspaper, 
Geert Wilders, the chairman of the 
equally right-wing populist Freedom 
Party (PVV), was the first to react. 

During a parliamentary debate on 
the government’ budget, Wilders 
(pictured) spoke about “Moroccans 
colonising the Netherlands”. “They didn’t 


Dutch and rule over us,” he raged, 
adding: “We lose our country to 
Moroccan scum that live to taunt, spit at 
and beat up innocent people ... They 
accept gladly our benefits, houses and 
doctors, but not our rules and values.” 

Hero Brinkman, a PVV member 
and former Amsterdam police officer, 
joined the discussion, saying that 
Gouda was being “ravaged by an 
epidemic of Moroccan violence”, while 
the PVV accused the government of 
being a bunch of left-wingers drinking 
tea with Muslims rather than dealing 
with problems. 

The government, claimed Wilders, 
had signed up for cultural capitulation 
to the “Islamic Intifada”. He went on to 
demand: “Out with the street terrorists, 
out with those who circumcise little 


the name of their family’s honour ... out 
with all migrants who misbehave”. 

Wilders painted a picture of a country 
divided between the ruling elite and the 
victimised white folk. “My 
Netherlands”, he complained, “is one 
where the people who pay the bills are 
being robbed by Moroccan street 
terrorists”. He proposed that the Dutch 
army be recalled from Afghanistan to 
restore order in the streets of Gouda 
and “clean up other cities”. 

A PVV motion calling for the 
government to resign failed when 
nobody backed it, although an MP 
from the right-wing liberal VVD 
also employed harsh language about 
the situation in Gouda, declaring “The 
country is on fire, and (pointing at the 
government) youre sitting there and 


come to integrate but to subdue the 


girls, out with those who take revenge in 


doing nothing 


1” 


Police evict nazi squatters 


Jeroen Bosch reports from Amsterdam for Alert! and Antifa-Net 


POLICE EJECTED a bunch of violent 
nazis from a dilapidated mansion they 
had occupied after a series of clashes 
with local youngsters. The eviction 
took place in the village of Monster, 
near The Hague, in the early hours of 
the morning of 11 October. Riot police 
stormed the building, arresting seven 
nazis. They found weapons including 
catapults, baskets full of stones and 
Molotov cocktails. 

The building has been sealed for 
further investigation and the police are 
reportedly looking for the youngsters 
who had besieged the nazis. 
Meanwhile, on 14 October, an 
examining magistrate ruled that the 
seven detained nazis, aged between 
18 and 23, would be held for a further 
two weeks on suspicion of violence 
and possession of weapons. 

The story had begun on the night of 
Sunday 7 September when a group of 
leading National Socialist Action (NSA) 
members invaded the empty house, 
although it was not clear at first that 
the squatters were nazis. 


It is well known that some NSA 
members have difficulties finding a 
home and are forced to stay with 
friends. When their leader Alwin 
Walther raged on the fascist internet 
forum, Stormfront, against a proposal 
by the Dutch government to ban 
squatting, that was the signal for 
action. At a demonstration organised 
by the nazi Dutch People’s Union (NVU) 
in Zwolle on 30 August, the lead 
banner of the NSA's so-called black 
block proclaimed support for 
squatting. The next day they plastered 
The Hague with posters against the 
prohibition of squatting. 

The target for action in Monster was 
a semi-derelict, once luxurious villa 
that had been empty for several years. 
Village youngsters used it as a meeting 
place. Its owner, surprisingly, is the 
Public Prosecution Service (OM), which 
had seized it as criminal property. 

Once inside, the nazis made their 
unwelcome presence felt by hoisting a 
skull and crossbones flag bearing the 
legend “haunted mansion’, a reference 


to local rumours that the house is 
haunted. Although complaints by 
neighbours quickly led to removal of 
the banner, the nazis then embarked 
on the macabre action of “burying” the 
emptiness of the house by digging a 
grave and planting a cross on it. 

That seemed to be the end of it until 
two weeks later when a group of 20 
youths, angry at the loss of their 
hangout and looking for a fight, started 
to hurl stones and sticks at the building. 

The nazis reacted by storming out to 
attack the youngsters with baseball 
bats and chains, breaking one youth's 
nose. The police then started patrolling 
the neighbourhood, bolstered by a 
vanload of “emergency” riot police from 
The Hague, while the nazi squatters 
beefed up security by installing a 
camera behind the front window to film 
anyone approaching the house. 

Participants in a discussion on the 
internet recalled the time when a 
squat in Eindhoven was manned by 
Voorpost and used for concerts and 
meetings (see Searchlight January 


Geert Wilders 


The fact that five days after the attack 
the bus company restored its services 
and that since 2005 incidents in the area 
had fallen by a third failed to make the 
headlines. Even before Wilders 
expressed his outrage about the Gouda 
incident, he had been proposing to lock 
up or even deport the parents of young 
migrant persistent offenders. 

Wilders can expect to hit the 
headlines again in December when he 
will show his anti-Islamic hate video 
Fitna in the Knesset in Jerusalem, 
where right-wing European (and 
Israeli) politicians will join forces for a 
conference called “Standing up to 
Jihad”. According to media sources, this 
crowd will fly in from Belgium, 
Denmark, Italy, Sweden and the UK. 
This new alliance, which is said to 
represent mainstream, not extreme- 


right politicians, will sign a “Jerusalem 
Declaration” at the end of a two-day 
conference and will meet annually. 

The initiator of this ugly racist pact is 
the ultra-right Israeli MP and hawk 
Arjeh Eldad, who has said: “If Jerusalem 
capitulates, Europe will follow”. Eldad 
is known as a fierce opponent of any 
compromise between Israel and the 
Palestinians and has declared that 
“anyone who gives up part of Israel 
deserves the death penalty”, citing the 
involvement of Israel’s interim Prime 
Minister Ehud Olmert in peace talks. 

Wilders and some of his fellow PVV 
members visited Israel before and met 
Avigdor Lieberman, another  ultra- 
rightist Israeli MP, who wants to execute 
Arab MPs for having contact with 
representatives of the Palestinians. —~< 


2004). It was only when the anti-fascist 
research group Kafka confirmed that 
the squatters were members of the 
NSA that public interest broadened 
with newspapers reporting on it daily. 

Local youngsters wanted revenge 
for the nazi assault and people in the 
neighbourhood were discomfited at 
seeing a nazi wearing a shirt with an SS 
symbol and ten black-clad nazis, 
including the frequently convicted 
Michael Krick, pile out of a van in front 
of the house. 

On Stormfront, Walther declared 
that the house would be used “for 
comrades who have difficulties at 
home, or don’t have a home, so that 
they don’t have to sleep under a 


NSA members at the squat 


bridge”. The idea of using a house as a 
kind of barracks is not new. The home 
in The Hague of the former NSA 
member Misha van Dijck and one of its 
current leaders, lvo Henze, was also 
used for this purpose from 2005 to 
2007 when it was a meeting place and 
shelter for fellow nazis. Swastika flags 
and portraits of Hitler adorned the 
walls, loud marching music was played 
and huge quantities of alcohol 
consumed. All this was combined with 
the frequent yelling of “Sieg Heil” and 
“Heil Hitler” in the street and racist 
taunting of immigrant residents. 

After a demonstration by the NVU in 
Zoetermeer in 2006, there was a party 
in the house. When the drink ran out, a 
group of the nazis visited a children’s 
party around the corner and 
threatened people there. When police 
arrived at the nazis’ house to 
investigate they met a violent mob. 
It was only in 2007 that the nazi 
occupants were evicted, just as 
neighbours were about to take 
matters into their own hands. ~q 


SERBIA 

Prosecutor seeks ban 
STATE PROSECUTOR Slobodan 
Radovanovic has called on Serbia's 
Constitutional Court to outlaw the 
nazi National Alignment (NS) 
movement for provoking religious 
and national hatred. The Justice 
Ministry is separately seeking a ban 
on the ‘grounds’ that) the 
organisations programme violates 
Serbia's constitution. 

On 11 October, days before 
Radovanovic’s call, 2,500 riot police 
were deployed in Belgrade to 
prevent a march by 500 fascists 
belonging to NS and Blood and 
Honour. Thirty-four fascists, 
including a German, were held — 
14 of them for attacking police — as 
they headed for the march, which 
the authorities had banned. 
About 500 anti-fascists staged a 
protest in the city centre with no 
serious incidents. 


GERMANY 
Nazi lawyer on trial 


HORST MAHLER, the left-wing 
terrorist turned nazi, went on trial 
in Potsdam in October charged 
with publishing documents on the 
internet denying the Holocaust. 
Mahler, 72, is accused of posting 
the documents online between 
2001 and 2004 and, if convicted, 
could face up to five years in prison. 

The case is the latest against the 
nazi lawyer who was jailed for 
11 months in July 2007 for giving a 
Hitler salute when reporting to 
prison after being found guilty of 
other offences. Mahler has several 
convictions. In 2003, he was 
convicted and heavily fined by a 
Mainz court for condoning a crime 
by claiming the 9/11 terror attacks 
in the United States were justified. 
Mahler was a member of the nazi 
National Democratic Party from 
2000 to 2003 and has acted as 
its lawyer. 


) International _ 


Mass killing of immigrants 
may have been a warning 


By Alfio Bernabei 


UP TO TEN thousand people, mostly 
immigrants, staged an  antiracist 
demonstration in Caserta, southern Italy, 
to condemn the killing in September of 
six labourers of African origin. 

The victims, three Ghanaians, two 
Liberians and one from Togo, aged 
between 25 and 34, were mown down in 
a hail of bullets from pistols and 
Kalashnikov rifles, the first mass murder 
of immigrants that Italy has ever seen. 
It happened in the small town of 
Castel Volturno, where a total of 
16 black immigrants have been killed 
since the beginning of 2008. 

The town is about 35km northwest of 
Naples and a similar distance from 
Caserta. The killers, dressed in police 
uniforms, entered a tailor’s shop where 
the immigrants had gathered and 
opened fire indiscriminately. 

A banner at the head of the 
demonstration read “Against camorra 
and racism”. Camorra is the name given 
to the Mafia-type organisation in the 
Neapolitan region. 

The investigation into the killings is 
continuing and a number of camorristi 
have been detained. The Italian media 
could find nothing better to say than to 
play on the racist equation immigrants 
equals drugs, and blame the massacre on 
territorial feuds among competing 
clans. But families and friends of the 
dead rejected such claims as yet another 
example of racism and went on a 10km 
march to protest at the killing of 
innocent men. “We have nothing to do 
with the camorra, we are only trying to 
earn a living,” said one of the protesters. 
“They want us to leave this place, it’s a 
racist killing,” said another. 

A possible explanation for the 
murders came from Roberto Saviano, 
the author of the book Gomorrah, who 
lives under police protection after 
threats to his life for daring to expose 
the network of Neapolitan criminal 
gangs. “The camorra, he said, are 
involved in an important building 
development to regenerate the area 
where immigrants live. The decision to 
kill six in one single attack may have 
been intended as a warning to black 
people to stay away in order to ensure a 


better return for their investments by 
keeping the new housing estates 
immigrant free.” 

More attacks on immigrants were 
recorded in other parts of Italy in the 
past few months, fortunately none 
with lethal consequences, but some 
particularly disturbing for the part 
played by people in authority, such as 
the police. At Rome Ciampino airport, 
Amina Sheikh Said, a 51-year-old 
woman of Somali origin but with an 
Italian passport and married to an 
Italian, was put through a terrifying 
ordeal after travelling from London. 

Accused of stealing children and drug 
trafficking, she testified that she was 
stripped naked and subjected to racist 
abuse. When she refused an invasive 
body search she was taken by 
ambulance to a hospital where she was 
X-rayed. “I have lived in Italy since 
1984 and I have never experienced an 
act of racism like this.” she said. 

In Parma, northern Italy, a Ghanaian 
student, Emmanuel Bonsu Foster, 
was handcuffed by police then beaten 
up inside a car and racially abused. 
Badly injured, he showed a document 
in which police had written his name as 
“Emmanuel, Negro”. Earlier in the 
year the police in Parma were accused 
of inhumane treatment when 
photographs circulated of a Nigerian 
prostitute stripped naked and laying on 
the floor of a cell, unattended and 
apparently unconscious. 

In a recent report by the European 
Commission on Human Rights the 
Italian police were accused of staging 
violent raids against Roma camps. 

While attacks on immigrants by 
fascist thugs or teenage gangs have 
become part of a trend influenced by 
racist groups and the media — the latest 
victim being a Chinese man severely 
injured and racially abused by 
schoolboys at a bus stop in Rome — 
episodes involving the forces of law and 
order call more directly into question 


the effect on state employees of the . 


xenophobic rhetoric used by parties in 
government, such as the Northern 
League, which holds Cabinet posts 
including Interior Minister. 


Roberto Fiore, leader of Forza Nuova 


Another example of people in 
authority who give cause for worry 
occurred last month at one of 
Italy’s leading universities, where for 
the first time fascists were officially 
authorised to display their propaganda. 
Ten posters appeared at Universita 
Cattolica of Milan in the courtyard 
where students gather between lectures. 
The posters were signed CUIB 
(university committee of grassroots 
initiatives), a student group close to 
Forza Nuova, the party led by Roberto 
Fiore, that works hard to recruit in 
schools and universities. 

One of the posters showed 
demonstrators holding black flags with 
Celtic crosses — a popular symbol 
with nazis — and bore the caption, “The 
choice of a lifetime”. Another showed 
fascist soldiers with the caption “Never 
surrender” and the date of the Italian 
1943 armistice — meaning that the 
country should have remained fascist and 
continued to fight alongside Adolf Hitler. 
A third proclaimed, “Young student, the 
far right salutes you!” 

All the posters bore the stamp of 
approval by the university authorities. 

“What’s the problem,” commented a 
representative of CUIB, “we've got the 
OK, the display of Celtic crosses is 
forbidden in stadiums, but not in 
universities”. Among comments on a 
website was one by “selina51”, probably 
a student: “It’s shocking that the 
lecturers at this university have not 
expressed revulsion at this sort of 
propaganda. They are really trying to 


rewrite history.” —_ 
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in Spain the iconic Dolores Ibarruri, known as ‘La Pasionaria’, declared 


“It is better to die on your feet than live on your knees” 
Wear the principles of anti-fascism that have stood the test of time 


from Jarama to Barking. 
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